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ADVERSE PLAYING CONDITIONS POLICY 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Croquet Victoria acknowledges that it has a duty of care when running any croquet event, 
whether competitive or social, either on its own behalf or on behalf of other organisations 
including, but not limited to, Croquet Australia or the World Croquet Federation. 
 
Regional Associations and Clubs affiliated with Croquet Victoria have this same duty of care 
and this policy applies to such organisations. This policy is intended to be consistent with the 
Croquet Australia’s “Extreme Heat Guidelines and Management” and “Adverse Weather 
Guidelines”. 

Officials and players share the responsibility of maintaining their health and safety. 

 
OFFICIALS RESPONSIBILITIES 
In competitive play, the Tournament Manager (TM) has prime responsibility for the 
administration of this policy.  
 
For social events the Event Organiser (EO) or chairperson of the event organising 
committee is the person with prime responsibility for the administration of this policy. 
 
For club play, the Club Committee is responsible for application of this policy. 
Venue managers are responsible for ensuring that temperature and humidity are frequently 
monitored, shade is available on warmer days, water is provided for player hydration and for 
the soaking of neck cloths on days of extreme heat. 

 
All officials are responsible for observing any change in the environmental conditions and 
any apparent change in the health of players. Any change should be advised to the TM/EO 
who, if there is an apparent change in the health of a player, is to check with the affected 
player. 

 
PLAYERS RESPONSIBILITIES 
Players have the prime responsibility for their own health. They should ensure that: 

• they maintain a suitable and adequate level of nutrition and hydration before 
and during the event 

• they have suitable and adequate clothing and equipment for all likely 
conditions, including for: 

o extreme cold (gloves, jumpers, beanie, etc), 
o high wind (wind proof shell clothing), 
o rain (waterproof clothing), and 
o high temperature (hat, suitable clothing, wettable neck scarf, sunscreen, etc.) 

• the TM/EO is notified of any medical condition that may affect them or that may be 
exacerbated by extremes of temperature, high wind, etc.  

• they are aware of any apparent adverse effects of environmental conditions on other 
players and bring them to the attention of officials. 

 



  
 

All players and officials should be requested to complete the Medical Card at Appendix A, 
placing it in a sealed envelope endorsed with the player’s name, emergency contact/s. 
Envelopes may be either recovered at the end of the event or shredded by the TM/EO. 

 
ADVERSE CONDITIONS 
Where adverse conditions threaten health or safety, where possible the TM/EO should 
consult with the affected players on appropriate application of this policy. 
 
If play is suspended for any of the adverse conditions listed below, the Tournament TM/EO 
is to reschedule the non-completed games for a time when the adverse conditions are not a 
factor eg late evening, early morning or under lights (if available). If time does not permit, 
the event is to be cancelled and it is left to the TM/EO’s discretion as to whether sufficient 
games have been played to declare a winner, or whether to refer the matter to the Croquet 
Victoria Tournament & Fixtures Committee for a decision. 
 
In times of adverse weather conditions, the TM/EO will consider the welfare of all players 

and may modify the tournament schedule accordingly, with overriding discretion.  

Individual players can request their game be postponed to reduce the risk to their health 

by avoiding the worst conditions.  The TM/EO may reschedule games with a view to 

completing the tournament with a full, or reduced, program.  Players will not be forced to 

play against their will. 

Whether games are considered to be forfeited or cancelled due to play ceasing will be 

determined by the TM in line with the tournament regulations. 

Forfeiting of one match is permitted and does not trigger withdrawal from the event. 

 
THUNDERSTORMS 
Play is to be suspended during thunderstorms or when lightning is observed 30 seconds or 
less before the thunder is heard and is not to be resumed until 30 minutes after the thunder 

and lightning are separated by more than 30 seconds. 
 
TORRENTIAL RAIN/HAIL 
Whilst croquet play can continue during rainfall, play is to be suspended during torrential rain 
or when hail is falling, with the TM/EO being the person responsible for deciding that the 
rainfall is 'torrential'. 

 
EXCESSIVE SURFACE WATER 
If surface water is excessive, including if excessive force is required when striking balls, play 
is to be suspended. 

 
HIGH WIND 
Play is to be suspended if extremely high winds present a danger to players from wind-borne 
debris, or if stationary balls are being moved an appreciable distance. 

 
HIGH TEMPERATURES 
Croquet Victoria recommends the use of the SMA Extreme Heat policy tool with Bowls 
selected as the sport and the appropriate location entered. This tool is at: 
https://sma-heat-policy.sydney.edu.au/ 
 
An app is available for downloading to a smartphone. 

If the rating is Extreme, play is to be halted and a meeting of players convened to ascertain 

https://sma-heat-policy.sydney.edu.au/
https://sma-heat-policy.sydney.edu.au/


  
 

if all are happy to continue. If not, suspend play until temperature decreases. If play 
continues, and conditions further deteriorate, another meeting of players should be 
arranged. The TM/EO ultimately makes decisions regarding continuing, suspending play, 
resuming and, if required, cancellation of the event.  

Croquet Australia’s Extreme Heat Guidelines and Management provide useful information 
on managing the various levels of heat stress risk. These guidelines are at: 

https://cdn.revolutionise.com.au/cups/croquetaus/files/hjyh0tuwxgl0tcjd.pdf 
 
LOW TEMPERATURES/HIGH WINDCHILL FACTOR 
While players are required to ensure that they have appropriate clothing for all conditions, in 
cases of extreme low temperatures or high windchill factor, the TM/EO may either suspend 
or abandon play, at their discretion. 
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MEMBER'S MEDICAL CARD 
 

My Details: 

Name .......................................................... 

Address....................................................... 

.................................................................... 

Phone ......................................................... 

Date of Birth ................................................ 

In an Emergency, Please Contact: 

Name.............................................................. 

Relationship……………………………………. 

Mobile Phone ................................................. 

Name.............................................................. 
 
Relationship……………………………………. 

Mobile Phone ................................................. 

My Medication: 

1…………………………………... 

My (known) Allergies: 
....................................................................... 

2 ………………………………… ....................................................................... 

3 ………………………………… 

4 ………………………………… 
....................................................................... 

5…………………………………… ....................................................................... 

Use additional page if required.  

I suffer from: 

  Diabetes   Type 1   Type 2 

 

  Asthma 

 

  Epilepsy 

 

  Heart Problems   Pacemaker 

 

  High BP 

 

  Other .................................................... 

My Doctor or Medical Clinic: 
 
Name ............................................................ 
 
Phone ............................................................  
 
Health Card Number ...................................... 
 
Private Health    Yes   No  
 
Insurer………………………………..  
 
Pension   DVA   
 
Blood Group................................................... 
 
Hospital UR Number if known………… 

 

Comments / Cautions: Instructions in event of injury 

.................................................................... ...................................................................... 
 

.................................................................... ...................................................................... 
 

.................................................................... ....................................................................... 
 

 
 


