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Introduction  
 

This History continues Joyce Ridleyôs excellent history entitled A History of Croquet in 
Victoria 1886-1980.  
 
It was felt that the Victorian Croquet Association (VCA) should continue its history up to 
its centenary of 2014.  
 
Because it is a continuation, earlier club or association history is kept to a minimum but 
may include information, if made available, about clubs or regions now closed (this 
information may be lost if not included here). It does not include events which have 
occurred after August 2014.   
 
I wish to thank all those who sent in information or who talked to me. I am very grateful to 
you. I offered to do this history thinking I would be provided with the information needed.  
This was not the case and if there are gaps, it is because I just could not find the 
information. All this aside, it has been interesting to write and I hope interesting to read 
about.   
 
Several things stand out during the time I am writing about. The move of the VCA 
headquarters from Warleigh Grove in Brighton to a specifically designed complex at 
Cairnlea being the most outstanding in many ways. Moreover, it is a time when Golf 
Croquet became very popular and Interstate and local tournaments were arranged. 
Gateball was introduced into Victoria and A lawns became the size used in tournaments.  
 
Also during this time (circa 1985) the strict laws regarding Victorian Croquet attire were 
relaxed and the wearing of slacks was permitted, but with a top covering the hips. The 
comment was made that regardless of gender, croquet players should have a choice and 
that Victoria should take the lead from the ACA, which stipulated, suitable, predominately 
white or cream sportswear and to trust the common sense of the player. Dress 
regulations are now a specified condition for all VCA Tournaments. Today shorts are a 
popular summer choice.  
 
On the health front, in 1993 Warleigh was declared a smoke free area and in 2004 after 
personal comments by George Karoly, Brighton Croquet Club, the subject of a heat ruling 
was raised at Council Meeting. 
óIt is generally agreed that there should be some provision allowing some competitors to 
refuse to play under weather conditions that may harm them. Such regulations already 
exist for thunder and lightning in the vicinityô. 
Advice was sought from the insurance company, St Johnôs Ambulance, VicSport and 
other sporting bodies. The result was a heat ruling as described in todayôs Adverse 
Playing Conditions Policy. 
 
Anne McKee 
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OFFICE BEARERS 1980 ï 2014 

 President  Secretary  Treasurer  

1981-83       Mrs J Moylan                 Miss E Dark                            Mrs I McNeill 

1983-85       Miss P Lawty                 Mr W Glover                            Mrs I McNeill 

1985-88       Miss J Ridley                 Mrs M Pillar                             Mrs I McNeill 

1988   Mrs Y Rentoul                Mrs M Pillar                            Mrs I McNeill 

1989-92       Mr G Allott                      Mrs M Pillar                            Mrs A J Jenkins 

1992-94       Mrs L Squire                  Mrs V Grinblat                         Mrs D OôDonogue 

 ó94 Mr J Blackler                   

1995-97       Miss M Porter                 Mrs V Grinblat                         Mrs D OôDonogue 

1998-2000   Mr G Latham                  Mrs A Crow                            Mrs M Millar 

2001 Mrs V Haseloff                Mrs A Crow                           Mr D Thurgood  

2002  Mrs V Haseloff                Mrs Millikin                             Mr R Angwin  

2003  Mrs V Haseloff                Mrs M Daniher                       Mr R Angwin  

2004-05 Mrs V Haseloff                Mr G Latham                          Mr R Angwin 

2006  Mrs V Haseloff                Mr G Latham                          Mr D Ross 

2007-09       Mrs V Brown                   Mr G Latham                          Mr D Ross 

2010 Mrs V Brown                   Mr J Clement                          Mr D Ross  

Oct 2010 Mr M Cohn    

2011  Mr M Cohn                      Mr J Clement                         Mr D Ross                 

2012  Mr M Cohn                      Mr J Clement                         Mr P Moore                                    

2012 Mr M Cohn                      Mr J Clement                         Ms L Lacey 

2014 Mr M Cohn                      Mr J Clement                         Mr B Rowe 

 LIFE MEMBERS  

2012 Mrs V Haseloff  

2013 Mrs S Hallinan  

 PATRONS  

1974-82      The Honourable Sir Henry Winneke AC, KCMG, KCVO, OBE.  

1982-85       Rear-Admiral Sir Brian Murray KCMG, AO 

1986-92       Dr J Davis McCaughey AC 

1992-97      The Honourable Richard E McGarvie AC, QC. 

1997-2000  The Honourable Sir James Augustine Gobbo AC, CVO, KStJ, QC 

2001-06      John Landy AC, CVO, MBE 

2006-11       Professor David de Kretser AC. 

2011-15       The Honourable Alex Chernov AC, QC. 
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PRESIDENTS FROM THE COUNTRY 
 

It was not until 1988 that the first President of the Victorian 
Croquet Association (VCA) came from a country club. This was 
Mrs Yvonne Rentoul from Queenscliff.  
 
Apparently, according to Kenn Boal, there had to be an 
alteration in the Constitution to allow this to occur. She was 
the President for 1988 and during her term the Promotions 
Committee was set up in an endeavour to promote the sport 
and to help rescue clubs in danger of folding. 
 
In 2007 Mrs Val Brown, who had been approached to 
become President at the Country Regionals, became the 
second President from the Country. She was from 
Kalimna Park in the Wimmera Region. It was a very 
exciting time to become President because this was the 
time of the move from Warleigh to Cairnlea, where the 
new headquarters of the VCA was being established with 
gardens and administration. During her time as President 
the World Womenôs Golf Croquet Tournament was held at 
Cairnlea. She travelled extensively to as many 
tournaments as she could whilst in office. She travelled 
extensively to as many tournaments as she could whilst 
in office. Ill health forced her resignation in 2010, a year 
after the World Womenôs Golf Croquet Tournament was 
held at Cairnlea. She is still enjoys playing croquet. 
. 

Presented to the VCA in memory of 
Yvonne Rentoul by her sister. Now in 

the memorabilia display at the 
Victorian Croquet Centre.  
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THE MOVE FROM BRIGHTON TO CAIRNLEA  
 

This, was a huge decision. The headquarters were in Brighton at Warleigh Grove. The 
VCA had been there for many years and it had been a successful venue with its  five 
courts. The property had  been owned outright  by the VCA since 1947. However there 
were problems with this venue. Despite the building of a new clubhouse in 1971, funded 
by debentures from the clubs, the situation had deteriorated.   
The problem arising was lack of finance to carry out what was needed. In other words, 
the VCA was óasset rich and cash poorô. In addition the kitchen had been condemned by 
the Health Department as it had no hands free wash basins, the linoleum needed to have 
coving at the corners, the ceiling and wall had no beading and therefore the place got 
very dusty and the toilets frequently blocked. Roots of large trees were impinging on the 
courts and there was a problem with broken drains. The Brighton Council had changed 
the parking arrangements from parking on both sides of the street to only one side. It was 
thought that to fix the structural problems the affiliation fees would need to be raised. This 
was not a popular option. 
 
Something had to be done and it seemed that the VCA must look for a new solution to 
the problem that had now arisen. There was a period of discussion, suggestions and 
consultations with the regions both metropolitan and country. A group consisting of 
Shirley Hallinan, George Latham and Valerie Haseloff toured the Regions and visited 
clubs to outline the whole situation and possible solutions. It was felt that we should look 
not just at the short term ie people in their fifties, but also long term with the aim of 
promoting the game in schools while also targeting the thirty year olds as well. In March 
1993 Warleigh was declared a smoke free environment.  
 
While this was going on, the VCA had continued its activities as it had for the last eighty 
years. Tournaments were held, promotional ideas were suggested. This included 
Promotional exercises held at Erskine House in Lorne and Seminars at Headquarters 
with Owen Edwards and Shirley Hallinan. The VCA had also taken part in an óEdwardian 
Boating Dayô with the National Trust at Rippon Lea and a croquet demonstration at 
Government House Open Day whilst John Landy AC, CVO,MBE was VCA Patron. 
Promotion continues strongly today. 
 
In 2001 the VCA objected successfully to Nissanôs advertisement about their 4 wheel 
drive car as an example of óextreme sportô and compared it with croquet as a ódork sportô. 
Nissan apologised and withdrew the advertisement but it is symptomatic of how our sport 
is viewed even now. TV and film have not helped in this respect either. However, one of 
the ideas for promotion, expressed the thought that we emphasize the difficulty and 
compare it with chess and this put people off. It was suggested that perhaps we ought to 
emphasize that it is also immense fun. 
 
Suggestions were made as to the Brighton problem. One of these included not selling as 
activities were going on as usual. This option ignored the lack of finance to make 
necessary repairs. There was a sentimental feeling that it was home as it had been the 
headquarters for so long, hence the idea of staying and presumably all would be well.  
While this is understandable, it was unrealistic. Another  suggestion was to sell but, 
instead of building a new complex, to share facilities around the Stateôs clubs using 
money from the sale of the Brighton headquarters to finance this. The rationale was that it 
would allow people to see first class croquet without having to travel and be less 
expensive as the structure would be in place and there would be money to upgrade 
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where necessary.   
 
The problem here, was not all clubs had the infrastructure and in some cases, the desire 
to hold such events. Many tournaments e.g. Victorian Championships, Country Versus  
Metro, Golf  and  a Gateball championships need more than five courts to run. In other 
words ten of the thirteen tournaments could not be held. The problem of where to have 
office space if there was no central site, also arose. 
 
Already the Country Regionals and Country Week rotate around Country areas and this 
often causes problems of numbers of courts etc. in the area where they are held. Thus 
this proposal was considered to be too difficult in the light of the experience above 
The suggestion of a central headquarters was another option. This would bring room for  
more courts, a central administration and financial security. The headquarters could be 
hired out for other purposes and so help pay its way.    
 
It was finally decided at the Annual General Meeting of June 2002, that Warleigh must be 
sold and a new larger property in a less expensive suburb be bought in its place. This 
was after much investigation, as to the reasons for doing so by the Committee of 
Management and the Council. Regions were consulted. The proceeds of the sale were to 
go to purchase the new site. The balance of $3,000,000 was to be reinvested to allow for 
inflation and to provide an income flow to both sustain the new Victorian Croquet Centre 
and to allow for the employment of an Administration Officer. Previously, all 
administration activities within VCA had been undertaken by volunteers. Sandra 
Kastanaras was employed in November 2007, 
continues in employment to the present day, 
and has become the principal contact between 
VCA and clubs, and also the day-to-day 
manager of the centre.  
 

Advice was sought from VicSport (the 
government organisation charged with looking 
after state sporting associations) on choosing 
an organisation to manage the sale and 
relocation and received a referral to URLC 
(Urban and Regional Land Corporation). A 
Relocation Committee was set up to identify 
sites for consideration and to provide a short 
list for the Committee of Management and the 
Council. 
 
The area around Warleigh was re-zoned from 
recreational to high density and, after at least 
one sale falling through, the site at Brighton 
was sold. In September 2004 the last Opening 
of the Season was held at Warleigh.   
  
Now it was decision time. Decisions had to be 
made on a new location, how many courts, 
what sort of building and how large should it 
be. There had to be decisions made as to 
whether it was to be only Croquet or a centre 

Warleigh washout 2005  

In contrast to the above photo, the dryness of the 
court surface at Warleigh is evident in 2006.  

Page 4 



Victorian Croquet Association History  

 

for Bocce, Tennis and Bowls etc. to share. How much off-street parking and disabled 
access would be needed or could be afforded was another decision which had to be 
made. The new location would mean more travelling for some and less for others. 
Country clubs wishing to play at headquarters, had to travel anyway and perhaps stay 
overnight. However this had been the case at Brighton as well. There were more places 
to stay in Brighton and a train station nearby. This was slightly different at Cairnlea as 
there were not as many places nearby to stay and the station was some distance away. 
All these points had to be considered, researched and reported on. The regions were 
kept in touch and consulted during this period. 
 
It had been narrowed down to three possible sites. One was at Glen Iris on the site of the 
former Tooronga Bowling Club and eight kilometres from Melbourne CBD with easy 
access from the Monash Freeway. It was adjacent to Glen Iris Bowling Club, which could 
perhaps mean sharing of resources such as parking and could be useful to use as an 
overflow if necessary and perhaps co-operation with catering. There was established 
public transport available with both trams and trains. The drawbacks were chances of 
flooding from Gardiners Creek and the high voltage power lines overhead. The City of 
Boroondara wished to lease the land not sell it, which was a real drawback as it meant no 
security of tenure and a permanent drain on the profits of the sale at Brighton. 
Roxburgh Park was another possible place to build. It was another URLC estate and is 
20 km north of Melbourne and near Craigieburn. It was in a new development and was 
serviced by trains. Cairnlea was the third site considered. Cairnlea was chosen despite 
lack of public transport although a bus service was promised. There were objections with 
some people expressing the opinion that as it was a new suburb, it may not be suitable 
because of construction and new home owners who could be a problem and the lack of 
public transport. However, while these opinions were considered, it was felt that this 
would be the suitable place for VCA Headquarters. The overall opinion was that it could 
be more easily accessed by all Victorian players whether metropolitan or country. After 
viewing and looking at the options, the present site was decided upon in March 2004. Vic 
Urban and the architects of Hayball, Leonard and Stent were used. The decision as to 
where the headquarters should be was now settled. Now, having decided and bought the 
land the planning could begin. 
 
It was hoped that planning and site construction would be concluded by the end of 2004. 
This involved much research, advice from experts, much explanation and the drawing up 
of plans and specifications. In 
the end it was decided to build 
twelve courts, a two storey club 
house with a flat for a live in 
caretaker, equipment sheds and  
provide for off street car parking 
in the front of the building and 
overflow parking down the back.   
 
In October 2005 the launch of 
the new Croquet Centre was 
held at Cairnlea. At this stage 
everyone appeared to be 
delighted or at least reconciled, 
but it was only the supporters 
who attended. 

Above photo taken by Elizabeth Brown (Shepparton Croquet Club) 
during a tour of the new Cairnlea Headquarters 2005.  
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The Clubhouse would contain toilets, including a disabled one and showers, two offices, 
a kitchen and a room large enough for functions and of course players. Upstairs there 
was a small flat for a caretaker and a meeting room. There would be sheds for heavy 
equipment, another set of toilets, while balls, hoops and pegs would be stored in lockers 
in the shelter sheds. There would be twelve courts planted with Santa Ana grass. By 
Christmas 2005 the buildings were at the lock-up stage and in February 2006 mains 
water was available, drainage, irrigation and topsoil completed and grass sown. In 2006 
Ringwood Croquet Club held their Christmas dinner celebrations there although the 
lawns were not available for playing at his stage.  

 
The Victorian Croquet Centre was officially opened on the 21 November 2009 by His 
Excellency Professor David de Kreutzer AC, Governor of Victoria and Patron of the VCA,  
Mrs Valerie Brown was Victorian Croquet Association President.  
 
Of course there were problems and some things did not always go as planned. There 
were objections to the site, the length of time taken, and doubts as to whether people 
other than the top players would come to play and use the facilities.  
 
Many players felt that Cairnlea could never replace Warleigh as home. 
 
Too much was left initially to volunteers to run Cairnlea in providing ground maintenance, 
lawns and providing lunches for croquet players. Again as in most organisations, a few 
people did most of the work. Using VCA members as caretakers proved to have merit but 
also drawbacks. The care of the lawns and surrounds proved more onerous. As has been 
said previously it was only a few people who volunteered. However solutions have been 
found and the last eight years have vindicated the idea of a central headquarters in 
Melbourne. Catering is done by outside people, the caretakers are also from outside the 
organisation and a groundsman employed. While the top players do use the lawns 
perhaps more frequently, players from all ranges come to tournaments such as Country 
versus Metro, the Opening Day, Australia Day Tournaments to name a few. 

Above photo taken by Elizabeth Brown 
(Shepparton Croquet Club). Justin 

Madden MP with Valerie Haseloff at the 
opening of the building project, 
Victorian Croquet Centre 2005.  

George Latham addressing members at opening of building project, 
sponsored by VicUrban at the  Victorian Croquet Centre 2005.  

The large crowd could not all fit in the marquee and it was a very 
exciting day for VCA.  
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