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ACA Association Croquet President’s Eights
Beautiful spring weather was enjoyed by all over the 4 days of competition. The
freshly scarified lawns were of good speed, and the occasional gusty wind, coupled with the usual ‘hills’ provided players with challenges and frustrations.
A significant number of players were unavailable to participate this year resulting in only having three blocks of 8. This provided the opportunity for new
players to experience the 8s for the first time – some were first time visitors to
Cairnlea.
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pert commentary was provided by Callum Hyland with guest commentary from Before Tennis Ruled Wimbledon
players and Robert Fletcher.
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Overall, it was a busy weekend. This event always has four long days, and this
year was no exception, although the lower number of players avoided the need
for double-banking of untimed games, possibly resulting in some slightly earlier
finishes. Brian Reither (as Tournament Manager) opened the premises each
day at 7.00am and closed up around 8.00pm or later for the first three days; the
final day was around 4.00pm. Mike Cohn (as Tournament Referee) arrived
shortly later and left just before Brian; breaks in refereeing were limited to brief
refreshment and toilet breaks, and lunch was eaten courtside. We thank referees,
in particular Max Woolf (from Bunbury, WA) and Chas Quinn who acted for
two days, Bruce and Liz Fleming (from Queensland) and Trish Watts (her first
day of refereeing) all for one day each. The referees had also to reset hoops
often, in particular for the First Eight where the hoops had to be set with higher
precision using ball and feeler gauges as required by a changed Regulation.
Thanks to all.
It was good to see John Grieve present for a short time on two days. Many are
aware that he has been ill, but he demonstrated his continuing interest in
croquet activities. We wish him well.
Mike Cohn (Tournament Referee and ACA Deputy Chair) and Jim Nicholls
(Player and ACA Board member).

ASSOCIATION CROQUET

GATEBALL

Left to Right ; Dave Luxmore, (Tom
Howatt Trophy) Kerri-Ann Organ
(Tingey Tray) and Stephen Forster
(Eddie Hunt Trophy).

GOLF CROQUET

RICOCHET
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President’s Report
Since the last Council meeting, John Grieve has informed me that for medical reasons he will be unable to perform
the duties of his appointed offices. His position as Chair of the Tournament & Fixtures Committee is not a problem, as that committee has fulfilled most of its duties for 2018-19 and it could elect someone to preside if it requires
to meet before John is available. The problem areas were State Coordinator of AC and TM for several events.
Brian Reither has agreed to my request to act as State Coordinator of AC until John is fit to reassume the role and
Brian and Kevin Beard will ensure that all AC events at VCC have an appropriate TM.
On 11th September, I attended the ACA U21 Committee held at Newcastle National Park CC. That meeting discussed the way forward for the development of youth croquet and Tony MacArthur, the ACA Board representative,
was asked to take several matters to the ACA Board for consideration. These included:
• that ACA continue to fund the regular meeting and training of U21 players,
• that ACA recognise the need to financially support the travel and accommodation of U21 players competing
overseas,
• that Junior scholarships be widely advertised,
• that the winners and runners-up of State U21 competitions be funded by ACA to attend the Australian U21
Championship
• that ACA fund a member of each state to encourage school participation, and
• that states be encouraged to run a Junior Development Squad.
The meeting also recommended that the Australian U21 Championship rotate through the states.
In a separate development, ACA is registering as an NSO in the Sporting Schools program. Once registered, this
will enable parents of junior members to apply for $100 p.a. for affiliation fees and/or equipment, etc. Once this is
done, we will be provided with an information pack and the relevant logon details.
Between that meeting and the ACA SGM held on 17th September, I had the privilege of attending both the Newcastle Lord Mayor’s Reception for the Interstate Teams and the final Presentation Dinner, where our team was presented with the WCF Trophy, the shield for which all states had been contesting. This is eighth time that Victoria has
won the shield in its twelve-year history (having been runner-up on the other four occasions).
The ACA SGM was a non-starter, as the only business that can be discussed at an SGM is that listed on the Notice
of Meeting and there were no Notices of Motion presented. As I write this report (1 st October), I am still awaiting
the minutes of the Forum that followed, attended by delegates from all states and the ACA Board, however I can
report that:
• Murray Tinker of CAQ presented a report on his attempts to introduce croquet to the University of Qld, through
the student Sport Ambassador Program;
• ACA spoke to the requirement for members to abide by the code of conduct at National & International events;
• ACA advised that it is considering a marketing training program for digital platforms and social media;
• It was agreed that ACA define its requirements for a member database, to then be discussed by members. I declined to provide personal information on our members which we were told was required by Sport Australia
(the re-badged Australian Sports Commission) as part of the ACA reaccreditation as the National Sporting Organisation (NSO) (The required information was names, age, gender and email address of all our members.) I
said that Croquet Victoria would provide names and club affiliation, as this is already available on our website,
however we would require to know to what use Sport Australia would put such information.
• None of the items requested by Croquet Victoria were included on the agenda but, when queried, ACA gave
non-specific answers to:




When the revised ACA website would be online;
When the next levels of the coaching system would be released; and
The status of the ACA Strategic Plan review

Croquet Victoria received an invitation to partner with Holmesglen TAFE in its Bachelor of Sports Business degree
course. This involves two teams of third year students developing Strategic Plans, based on information provided,
and we are not obligated to adopt such plans. The VCA Executive decided that the opportunity should be accepted,
and Directors Kate Patrick and David Johnston attended a meeting to represent the association and to provide information, with another meeting scheduled for 9th October.
Continued on page 10
VCA President - Jim Clement (Sarsfield) email address president@croquetvic.asn.au
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Management Report
Meeting Minutes: The Minutes of the September 2018 Committee of Management Meeting can be found on the
VCA website at: https://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20180925CoM.pdf
Meeting Minutes: The Minutes of the October 2018 Council Meeting can be found on the VCA website at: https://
www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20181008Council.pdf
VCC:
Building Inspection/Light Tower Inspection: These inspections has been undertaken and a report is expected in
the near future.
VCC Development Working Group: VCA Directors, Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt and Ian Potter, will conduct a review
of the Terms of Reference for this Working Group with the aim for documenting a process to begin drafting the
business plan
VCC Access for Brimbank Croquet Club: Efforts are underway to provide access off Ken Jordan Drive for
Brimbank Croquet Club members.
VCC Signage: Quotes are being sourced to replace faded 'Victorian Croquet Centre' signage above front entrance
and a design for a billboard sign 'Victorian Croquet Centre highlighting function hire' is currently being drafted.
VCA:
Senior Festival Funding: The month of October is considered Senior Festival month in Victoria and funding to
clubs who participated this year will be distributed in early November.
Policies/Terms of Reference and Job Descriptions Review: The following policies are currently being reviewed:
• Adverse Playing Conditions
• Financial Payments Authorisation Policy
• Junior Scholarship Policy
• Privacy Policy
• Provision of Liquor and Catering at VCC
• VCA Child Safe Policy
The review of the following policies has been deferred to 2019:
• Electronic Communications Policy (Adopted 16 October 2017)
• Equipment Lending Policy (Adopted 12 December 2016)
The Job Description for the State Coordinator for Ricochet Croquet has been adopted (with amendment) and uploaded to the VCA website.

Croquet as a School Sport: A discussion with the Acting Executive Officer of School Sport Australia has given us
one pathway forward to bring croquet as a possible school sport to the Victorian body (School Sport Victoria) that
oversees this for Victorian schools.
Tournament Managers Workshop: Scheduled for Tuesday 30 October 2018 from 10.00 am until 3.30pm, this
workshop will be facilitated by Brian Reither.
Ricochet:
Terry Wilson (Wangaratta) was elected as the Croquet Victoria State Coordinator for Ricochet Croquet at the October Council Meeting.
Regional Reports to Council:
December
February

Gippsland NEDCA, SWCA, WMCMA
Wimmera

Secretary VCA
VCA Secretary - Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt (Twin City) email address secretary@croquetvic.asn.au
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NDCA Festival of Croquet a Great Success
Near perfect weather, record entries, sumptuous catering and closely contested
competition made the fourth Festival of croquet held in Bendigo a memorable
occasion for all players and spectators.
With 93 entries from 28 clubs throughout Victoria, the festival showcased three
different formats of the game over five days, namely Golf Croquet, Short Croquet
and Association Croquet.

Held as a warm-up prior to the Association Tournament, the Short Croquet event
was an interesting experiment that most participants enjoyed. Each player had five
one-hour 14 point games which lead to some very quick play and close scores.

1

Discussion was held afterwards as to the suitability as a one-day format and as a
bridge between GC and AC.
Gippsland players took the honours in the main events with Judy Wembridge
making the long trip from Bairnsdale to win the Golf Croquet, and Lewis Mercer
from Traralgon winning the top section of Association Croquet.
Winners were-

Golf Croquet

Photo

Section
A Judy Wembridge (Bairnsdale)
B
Darren Lester (Ararat)
C Ruth Iser (Quarry Hill)
D Romana Rawlings (Quarry Hill)
Association Croquet
Section
A
B
C
D
E

1
2
7

2

Photo

Lewis Mercer (Traralgon)
Eric Miller (Belmont Geelong)
Ruth Duffy (Corowa)
Malcolm Biddle (Belmont Geelong)
Brian Loughran (Bendigo)

3
4
8
5
6

3

Short Croquet
Section
1 Mignon Johnston (Ballarat Alexandra)
2 Ruth Duffy (Corowa)
3 Margaret Kelson (Warrnambool)
Chris Eiffert Quarry Hill CC
(Chris Eiffert and Bill Humphreys appear in all photos)

5

6

7

4

8
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Victorian Teachers’ Games
Ballarat Alexandra Croquet Club was the venue for an action packed day for the visiting teachers teams.
Over 136 players played Golf Croquet doubles, four rounds each of two sessions, one morning and one afternoon on
eight B courts. With so many participants, the fixture included a few byes (we nearly ran out of mallets)! Instant
scoring was required and was a challenge.
Ballarat Alexandra club members helped in so many ways. They even made up numbers for late or sick and absent
players (especially first early morning round)!
After the first round of both sessions, players quickly mastered the game (to varying degrees) and the competition
for the medals was on in earnest, although fun was the order of the day. Enjoyment was everywhere. So many good
comments about the game and the facilities. Let’s hope they spread the word.
The medal counts were extremely close. Only four hoops separated the morning group, and nearest the hoop play off
was needed for the Gold and Silver Medals in the afternoon.

The catering committee and volunteers were run off their feet feeding the hungry players. It’s amazing what a small
group of dedicated people can do.
Cliff McCann President Alexandra Ballarat CC

Morning Medal winners:
Bronze: Nial O’Brien & Jennifer Asburn;
Silver: Matt Finn & Kaitlyn Foley;
Gold: Adrian Beer & Ricky McMillan.

Afternoon Medal winners:
Bronze: Tess Nevett & Matthew Hobbs.
Silver: Michelle Ghin & Rod Durran;
Gold: Bruce Daniel & Jack Rogers;
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Seniors Week come-and-try at Sale
Prior to Seniors Week the Sale local newspaper, The Gippsland Times, published a full page feature on the Sale
Croquet Club which turned 110 this year. That produced great results as we had the best Seniors Week turn-up
for years and so the club is very grateful to the Times for its support. It did not take long for the new players to pick
up the basics of golf croquet and to enjoy games paired with members who were pleased to introduce newcomers to
the game. There was a barbecue lunch and a delicious afternoon tea for members and visitors to savour.
All who attended were encouraged to return and to continue to improve their skills. Interested people of all ages
who couldn't make it on the come-and-try day have been invited to come along any Thursday or Saturday afternoon
to receive a warm welcome from members.
Phillip Clerici Sale CC

Video Competition
Croquet Victoria is running a YouTube video
competition for tertiary students under 30.
We are looking for brief (3 minute) videos that
•
•
•

show the pleasures of croquet
excite curiosity
make people want to have a go
First prize is $1000

Two runner-up prizes of $500.
Details on the Video Competition page.
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A Game for all seasons!
Brighton Croquet Club Tournament - September 7-9 and 14-16

Brighton’s tournament was played across two weekends with typical “Four seasons in a day” Melbourne weather.
This was particularly so for Divisions 3 and 4 where it was shorts weather on the Friday, thermal and wet weather
gear on the Saturday, and a mix of both on the Sunday!
Despite this everyone enjoyed the tournament, the camaraderie and, of course, the competition between the players!
Club referees Daphne, Jane and Don were joined by referees from other clubs and we thank Graham Fahey, Marie
Calthorpe and Brian Foley for their support.
The tournament attracted 27 players across the two weekends.
Division 1 was won by Kevin Maloney from Bright, and runner up was Kerri–Anne Organ from Belmont.
Division 2 was won by Roger Lee from Brighton, and runner up was Colin Melville from MCC.

Division 3 was won by Mark Wilson from Brunswick, and runner up was Lewis Gordon from Briars Heritage.
Division 4 was won by Cheryl O’Dwyer from Yarrawonga, and runner up was Jeff Von’t Steen from Monash.
Congratulations to all the winners.
Leslie Cavalier Tournament Captain

Kevin Maloney with Leslie Cavalier
and Daphne Alcorn

Cheryl O’Dwyer with Leslie
and Marguerite Russell

Roger Lee with Leslie and Daphne

Mark Wilson with Leslie
and Marguerite
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Horsham Kalimna Park Association Tournament
Horsham Rural City Mayor, Cr Pam Clarke (left) ran a hoop to officially open our Tournament on the Monday
morning, and in perfect spring sunshine for the next three days competitors tried to outmanoeuvre each other in this
quirky game.
It was great to see South Australian players from Victor Harbour,
Naracoorte, Penola, Murray Bridge and Norwood, and Victorians from
Belmont and Eastern Park Geelong, Queenscliff, Colac, Warrnambool,
Ballarat Alexandra, Swan Hill and Warracknabeal, as well as from our
own club.
Thirty-one players in all competed with 3 games of 2 ¼ hours per day
plus extra turn requiring full concentration and plenty of walking. Sue
Colvin (Belmont) had on her GPS tracker and clocked up 11.56 km
over her 3 games on Monday!

Horsham Rural City Mayor, Cr Pam
Clarke ran a hoop to officially
open the Tournament

There was plenty of socializing too, at Monday evening’s BBQ at the
club rooms and on Tuesday night when many attended dinner at the
Horsham Sports and Community Club, one of our generous sponsors.
Other sponsors of the tournament were Harcourt’s Real Estate, Horsham Riverside Caravan Park, Mid-City Court
Motel, Australian Relief Management and Smerdon Lodge Motel. A big thank you to all of them.
The catering team did a magnificent job with hot soup ready after the first game each day to sustain players and then
a two course lunch at each venue.
There was plenty of stiff competition too, but every player won at least one game.
In Division 4 the winner was Malcolm Biddle, a comparatively new and upcoming player from Eastern Park
Geelong, while the runner-up was Margaret Kelson from Warrnambool.
The Division 3 winner was Kalimna Park’s John Hill, and runner-up was Joan Kelly from Norwood.
Mignon Johnston from Ballarat Alexandra won Division 2 winning all 8 games over the three days. The runner-up
was Roger Richmond from Queenscliff.
Division 1 began with ten players but only eight were able to finish. Ken Bald, after four good wins including three
triple peels regrettably had to withdraw due to a recurring shoulder injury. Ian Jackman also withdrew on the second
day due to ill health. The eventual winner was David Johnston, from Ballarat Alexandra, while the runner-up was
Eric Zadow from Murray Bridge.
Kay Blake Tournament Manager

David Johnston receiving the winner’s trophy
from Kalimna Park Life members Val Brown,
far Left, John Hill and Ian Jackman (far Right)

Left to Right: Winners and runners-up David
Johnston, Mignon Johnston, Roger Richmond,
John Hill, Joan Kelly, Malcolm Biddle and
Margaret Kelson. Absent: Eric Zadow
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Successful Holiday Program at Kalimna Park
Horsham Kalimna Park CC recently provided a come and try session as part of the School Holiday Program
organised by Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly.
There were 17 participants in all, including one grandfather who came along with his grandson, joining in with 4
KPCC members.
The attendees all told us they had a great time. Some of them certainly showed potential and were keen to come back
again.
We only had an hour, which stretched out to an hour and a half - no-one was rushing to leave at the end of the hour.
We’ve asked the Sports Assembly to give us an extended
session next time, which they already do for some other
activities like football. They have agreed.
Kay Blake
Horsham Kalimna Park
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Continued from page 2

The following members have been accredited as Level 1 (Foundation) Coaches with endorsements as shown:
• Mike McKenzie (Belmont) GC & Ricochet
• Terry Wilson (Wangaratta) GC & Ricochet
• Steve Templeton (Maldon) GC
• Patrick Hartley (Lilydale) GC
• David Johnston (Ballarat Alexandra) Ricochet
• Lynn Loutit (Frankston) Ricochet, and
• Alan West (Brighton) Ricochet
These members are accredited to coach in the codes for which they are endorsed.
Mike McKenzie has also been accredited as a Presenter/Assessor, entitled to train and accredit coaches to his own
level in the codes for which he is himself is endorsed.
Brian Foley, the State Coordinator of AC Referees has advised that:
• Trish Watts (Kew), and
• David Johnston (Ballarat Alexandria)
have both been accredited as AC Referees.

Jim Clement VCA President

auscroquetco@gmail.com

Count Your Steps?
If you use a GPS device or a wrist step counter to
calculate the distance you walk in a day's croquet, Terri
Manwaring of the new outreach croquet club RNB CC
would like to hear from you. It would help her build a
case for grants.
Drop Terri a line at rnbcroquet@gmail.com with the
distance you've walked on a few sample days, what
croquet activity you were involved in, and what device
you were using to record the measurements.

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls
1ST/2nd/3rd Sets

Association Clips
1st/2nd/3rd Sets
Now Available
Mallets

Corner Flags (set of 4)

She'll share the results so other clubs can use them too.
Kate Patrick Marketing and Publicity subcommittee

-

Plain

- Embroidered with club name
(photos available on request)
Coming Soon
Golf Clips
Centre Pegs
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Before Tennis Ruled Wimbledon, Croquet Was King in SW19
The Telegraph
Patrick Sawer, senior reporter
July 2018
Every summer the thwack of tennis balls and the excited cries of spectators resound over the manicured lawns of
SW19. But 150 years ago there was an altogether different game in town.
For nearly a decade before the arrival of tennis at Wimbledon it was croquet that was played by the ladies and
gentlemen of the genteel south west London suburb.
Indeed the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club - now famous throughout the world as the home of tennis was until 1877 known simply as The All England Croquet Club.
Rarely seen engravings and photographs from the club’s archives show men and women playing croquet together
following its founding in July 1868.
The images are part of an exhibition being held at the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum to coincide with this year’s
championships, which open on Monday.
Although the club was founded at the offices of The Field newspaper by six men the game was also played, on equal
terms, by women, with women enjoying full membership.
“Croquet was also the first sport men and women could play together on an equal basis and was of great social
significance,” said Anna Spender, the collections manager at the museum. “Croquet was extremely fashionable at
the time among the middle and upper classes, who of course had the leisure time for such pastimes.” But with the
invention of lawn tennis in 1874 croquet’s days were numbered.
The game, being relatively leisurely, attracted few spectators and the club quickly realised it could raise the revenue
it needed to survive by staging tennis matches on its closely trimmed croquet lawns, holding the first gentlemen’s
singles championship in 1877.
Before long croquet was eclipsed and by 1904 it was no longer played at Wimbledon, only making a return to the
club in the sixties when former tennis player Bernard Neal reintroduced the game.
Today a small, dedicated membership continues to knock
balls through hoops in a small section of the AELTC’s
grounds, away from the screams of the tennis crowds and
the groans of the players.
CREDIT: AELTC

At Right; Close up of the first All England Croquet
Club minute book, dated 23 July 1868, displayed
in the 'Through the Hoops' croquet exhibition in the
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum.
CREDIT: AELTC/BEN PIPE

The All England Croquet Club members outside the pavilion at Worple Road, Wimbledon. This group portrait
was taken in 1870. Dr Henry Jones, third from left, first suggested that one of the croquet lawns be set aside for
lawn tennis and in 1877, the club changed its name to The All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club.
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CONTACTS:

Fixtures & Tournaments
Oct
Brian Reither (Alex. Ballarat CC)
27-28 AC Men’s Championships; range -3 to 20
) Kevin Beard
Email breither@bigpond.com
27-28 AC Women’s Championships’ range -3 to 20 ) 0417 572 232
(03) 5339 2002
Nov
State Coordinator - Association
17-19 AC ACA Open Dbles; range -3 to 20
ACA
Brian Reither (Alex. Ballarat CC)
20-25 AC ACA Open Singles; range -3 to 20
ACA
Email breither@bigpond.com
Dec
(03) 5339 2002
1-2 ACA Bronze Medal (Vic); range -3 to 20 @ Shepparton CC Kevin Beard
State Coordinator - Golf Croquet
0417 572 232
Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC)
27-28 Victorian Open Doubles; range -3 to 20 ) Kevin Beard
(03) 5134 4990
29-1 Jan Vic Open Singles; range -3 to 20
) 0417 572 232
Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator - Gateball
Philip Brown (Kew CC)
(03) 9571 4395
Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator - Ricochet
Association Tournaments around the State
Terry Wilson (Wangaratta CC)
Nov
03 5721 4014
3-6 Geelong Open T’ment; range -3 to 20
Anne Molloy 0419 513766
State Coordinator of Referees - AC
8-11 Ringwood Open T’ment; range -3 to 11
Lorraine Seeley 9870 1006
Brian Foley (Sandringham CC)
9-11 Williamstown Open T’ment; range -3 to 20
John Grieve 0424 362 935
(03) 9584 8405
12-14 Leongatha Open T’ment; range -3 to 20
Nanette Meredith 0412 187 608
Email
acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
15-18 Ringwood Open T’ment; range 11 to 20
Lorraine Seeley 9870 1006
State Coordinator of Referees - GC
Dec
John van der Touw (MCC)
(03) 9803 3433
Email
gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State
State Coordinator of Coaching
Oct
Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic CC)
27-28 Bairnsdale Sgles T’ment; range -6 to 20
Mark Norwood 0481 083 835
(02) 6033 3864 - 0418 415 368
28-28 Frankston Open T’ment; range -6 to 20
Faye O’Toole 9787 1665
Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au
Nov
State Handicapper - Association
6-6 Morwell Melbourne Cup Day; range -6 to 20
Sue Elliott 0408 564 712
Doron Gunzburg
14-15 Terang Open T’ment; range -6 to 20
Aileen Bell 0409 438 284
0419 616 563
17-17 Morwell Open Tournament; range -6 to 5
Sue Elliott 0408 564 712
Email
dgunzburg@hotmail.com
17-18 Brunswick (Elect Light) ; range -6 to 20
Donna Appleby 0419 554114
State Handicapper - Golf Croquet
18-18 Morwell Open Tournament; range 6 to 8
Sue Elliott 0408 564 712
Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)
19-19 Morwell Open Tournament; range 9 to 20
Sue Elliott 0408 564 712
(03) 5156 8149
24-25 Ballarat Alexandra Open T’ment; range -6 to 20 Brian Reither 5339 2002
Email
handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au
24-25 Korumburra Open T’ment (Dbles); range -6 to20 Helen Checkley 5655 2247
Association & Golf AHS1's:
following Association and Golf tournaMalletsports Editor
ments, and handicap updates, please send
Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC)
AHS1 forms to Ian McKee
Email malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au
PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350
Submissions for the next edition
Email anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au.

due by the 15th November please

MSV______________________________________________________________
Opinions expressed in MSV do not necessarily reflect those of VCA.
While every care is taken to ensure accuracy of information, no
responsibility is accepted by MSV or VCA for errors that may
occur inadvertently.

Victorian Croquet Association Inc.
Victorian Croquet Centre.
65 Nobel Banks Drive.
CAIRNLEA 3023
PH 8361 8887

E -mail:
administraion@croquetvic.asn.au
Website: www.croquetvic.asn.au
Facebook.com/CroquetVictoria
https://twitter.com/CoquetVictoria

