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NZ Wins in Nail Biter Finish
With NZ and Australia having won a Test apiece, the third and final Test
match went right to the wire. We had a most fantastic series with New Zealand
winning with 9 matches to 7 in Test Three.
The spirit in which the series was played is a credit to the two teams. All players showed exceptional sportsmanship. The support of the team managers Phillip Drew (NZ) and Anne Quinn (Aus.) - made for easy management.

Patron: The Honorable
Linda Dessau AC,
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The Kiwi team: captain Felix Webby is holding the trophy

12

As announced at the presentation function, the Player of the Series was
Robert Fletcher.

My thanks to all who contributed to the success of the event. Special
thanks to Kevin Beard, Ruth Duffy and Jim Clement for their work in
setting up the courts and hoops before and during the event.
All results, as usual, are on Croquetscores, and the live-streamed video
of play in Tests Two and Three will shortly be archived for later
viewing.

John Grieve Tournament Manager

Robert Fletcher with perpetual trophy and presentation dish

More photos on page 2
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President’s Report
In one way, I am pleased to be able to report that not a lot has happened at Croquet Victoria since my report
published in the March-April edition of Malletsports Victoria, as much of my time was taken up by preparations
for, and officiating at, the Golf Croquet Trans Tasman Challenge which was hosted at VCC on behalf of Croquet
Australia. This was a contest of three tests between teams of four men and four women from Australia and New
Zealand. Each test consisted of two doubles rounds (each of four Bo3 matches) and one singles round (eight Bo3
matches). The first and third tests each had a round of mixed doubles and a round of same gender doubles. The
second test had two rounds of mixed doubles. As is usual at this level, a test was won only on matches, there was
no count-back to games, hoops, etc. There was provision for a play off (another five Bo3 matches) if a test was
tied at the completion of the sixteen matches.
Using grant funds, we organised for the second and third tests to be live-streamed and advertised this widely via
email. The statistics are staggering: there were 17,802 views on livestream.com and Facebook combined, with
viewers in Australia and New Zealand accounting for the majority, but other viewers were from the UK, US,
Canada, Spain, The Netherland, Italy, Thailand, Singapore, Chile, South Africa, Egypt, Turkey, Scandinavia,
Brazil, Ireland and Mexico. We have received several emails of congratulations for arranging this and have
certainly put VCC on the map!
Thanks to John Grieve as the TM and to the referees who volunteered their time and a big thank you to Kevin
Beard who moved all the hoops on eight courts prior to commencement and then resetting them at least twice a day
for the first 2 ½ days, before disappearing to Swan Hill to represent NEDCA at the Country Regionals.
The next major event on the VCA calendar is the AGM, on 17th June 2019. Please ensure that your region’s
delegate is aware of their responsibilities to both the region and Croquet Victoria.

Jim Clement VCA President
More photos from the Trans Tasman

NZ Team photo L to R;
Annie Henry, CNZ President, Duncan Dixon, Helen Reeves, Edmund Fordyce, George Coulter,
Felix Webby, Captain Dallas Cooke, Ellie Ross, Sonja Sedgwick and Phillip Drew, Manager

NZ Captain, Felix Webby,
accepting the trophy from
Megan Fardon

VCA President - Jim Clement (Sarsfield) email address president@croquetvic.asn.au
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Management Report
Meeting Minutes: The Minutes of the May Committee of Management Meeting will be uploaded to the Croquet
Victoria website after the meeting.
VCC:
Brimbank Events Website: A quote has been sourced to design a new banner heading for this website.
VCA:
Equipment Library: Is there a start-up club in your region that would benefit with a loan of hoops and balls until
they become established. If so contact me to organise this.
Mandatory Board Quota of 40% female membership of governing body: A constitutional amendment will be
on the 17 June 2019 Annual General Meeting Agenda to allow co-option of females from within Croquet Victoria
membership or from outside our sport prepared to join our Council so that the quota is met.
Review of Croquet Victoria Policies:
The following policy and been amended and adopted:
Junior Scholarship Policy
The following policies are currently being reviewed:
Adverse Playing Conditions
Provision of Liquor and Catering at VCC Policy
The following procedure is currently being reviewed:
Dress Regulations for Tournaments
Clubs Child Safe Policy:
Sixteen clubs have yet to advise adoption of a club child safe policy.
Premiers Active April 2019:
The main positive from this is the placement of croquet alongside other sports. We have also received some
positive feedback from three clubs about their participation in this campaign.
Member Protection Information Officer: From time to time we are called upon to support someone with a
grievance. This is best done by an accredited Member Protection Officer, but we need to know your name and
contact details so that you can be put in touch with someone who needs to understand what options are available to
them when they make a complaint or are the subject of a complaint. Please forward your name and telephone
number to me so that it can be placed on a register.
Tournament Managers:
All copies of the first print run of this resource have been distributed. A new batch has arrived and a copy is
available free to clubs or individuals who organise tournaments.
You can get your copy from Sandra next time you call into the Victorian Croquet Centre, Cairnlea or by contacting
the Croquet Victoria Secretary at secretary@croquetvic.asn.au and ordering a copy.
Golf Croquet Rule Books: An order (2000 books) has been placed with a printer. We will let club secretaries
know when they have arrived

Croquet Victoria 2019 AGM: Regional Secretaries please note that names of Regional Delegates must be with
me by 10.30 am Saturday 15 June 2019.
If you are considering nominating for a Committee of Management position please let me know and I will forward
the VCA Council Manual to you so that you can familiarise yourself with the duties and responsibilities of the
position.

VCA Secretary - Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt (Twin City) email address secretary@croquetvic.asn.au
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NEDCA win the Lefel Shield!

The Golf Croquet Regional competition for the Lefel Shield was held at Cairnlea over the weekend 13-14 March.
Twelve regions entered teams of three players across three handicap divisions.
At the end of this competition, the winning region is the one that amasses the most hoops. This year, for the first
time in the history of the Lefel Shield, victory went to the North East District Croquet Association.
The NEDCA team members were:
Division 1 Chas Quinn (Yarrawonga Croquet Club) (Right)
Division 2 Geoff Bath (Benalla)
(Left)
Division 3 Christine Dackham Blay (Benalla).
(Centre)
Goulburn Valley were second and Gippsland third.
At the conclusion of play, Lorraine Gutcher (Tournament Manager)
also presented medallions and shields to winners and runners up in
each division. As in the main competition, these were the players
scoring the most hoops.
The runner-up in each Division received a medallion, and the winner
received a medallion and the Division Shield which to be returned next year with their name added.
Winners and placegetters in the Divisions were:
Division 1
Winner: Trevor Peters (Goulburn Valley Region - Echuca Moama Croquet Club).
Runner-up: Owen Dickinson (WMCMA Region - Essendon Croquet Club).
Division 2
Winner: Daryl Henderson (Murray Valley Region - Boort Croquet Club).
Runner-up: Felix Gelman White (WMCMA Region - Williamstown Croquet Club).
Division 3
Winner: Glenn Crook (EMCA Region - Lilydale Croquet Club).
Runner-up: Colin Scott (Geelong Region - Belmont Croquet Club).
Full results are on Croquetscores.
A wonderful two days supported by a large contingent of referees from across all the participating regions. Thank
you to all players and officials.
Lorraine Gutcher Tournament Manager
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Goulburn Valley Championships
The Goulburn Valley Croquet Association Championships were held at Rich River on 4 April and the member
clubs’ Champions competed across three divisions for the Champion of Champions title and the opportunity to
represent the GVCA at the Regional Championships at Cairnlea.
The 17 entrants kept the crowd of spectators entertained with some talented croquet.
In Division 1 players with handicaps between -2 and 5 battled it out. The winner was Trevor Peters of Echuca
Moama with 3 wins out of 4 games and an aggregate +9 hoops. Coming in second was Russ Smyth of Rich River
with 3 wins and an aggregate of +5 hoops.
Players with handicaps of 6 to 8 played in Division 2. The clear winner was John Young of Shepparton who won 5
games out of 5 and had an impressive +20 nett hoops. In second place was Cameron Kelly of Kyabram with 4 wins
and +9 nett hoop.
Division 3 was for players in the 9 to 12 handicap range. Coming in first was Jim Gunn of Rich River, having only
one loss in 5 games and a nett +10 hoops. Runner up was Peter Whittakers of Deniliquin who won 3 games with +2
hoops, just ahead of Jason Threlfall of Mooroopna on 3 games -3 hoops.
The competition was well organised by Tournament Co-ordinator Bev Floyd and the hard work of the referees and
helpers from Rich River was very much appreciated by all.
Di Smyth for the Tournament Organiser

Young Gun a Winner in Croquet
Jamie Gumbrell, aged 18, is an up and coming croquet player. He has just come third in the prestigious President’s
Eights, competing in the top Eight for the best available Golf Croquet players in Australia.
Now he has won $1000 for a video entitled Croquet: For the young at heart! See https://youtu.be/RJNnalaHggY
Jamie sees croquet as competitive, strategic, social, exciting, fast, challenging, vicious, intense and thrilling – requiring accuracy, endurance and skill.
He entered his video in a competition for tertiary students under 30, organised by Croquet Victoria. Judges were
Bob Grieve (Dreamworld Productions) and Sonja Kiernan (Victoria University). Sonja writes that she and Bob
agreed that Jamie’s submission is worthy of first prize.
"We both agreed that the thought and effort that went into putting the film together did address that croquet is for all
ages, it did spark curiosity on my part about the sport and that it is a fun sport to play."
Jamie is in his second year at the University of Canberra studying Software Engineering. He has been playing croquet for the past four years, and will be competing in the Under 21 and World Open Golf Croquet Championships
that are being held in England in July.
In his spare time he enjoys making YouTube videos.
For this video he was assisted behind the camera by younger brother Samuel (aged 16) who is a Year 11 student. He
is a keen video creator who has been studying media at school for a number of years. Jamie says, “Samuel does not
play croquet and hasn't realised what he is missing out on.”

Portland Hosts Inaugural GC Pennant in the South West
Friday May 3 was an historic date for the South West Croquet Association, it
marked the commencement of the first ever Golf Pennant series.
Portland hosted Koroit for a day of friendly yet highly competitive matches. Koroit unfortunately had to ‘borrow’ players from Portland. Despite this, the
final result was Koroit 8 games (87 hoops) to Portland 6 games (76 hoops).
Our thanks go particularly to John Murfett and the representatives of other clubs
who have put in so much time to bring about our new competition.
Alison Lepp President Portland CC

Players on the day
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Murray Valley Croquet Association
It has been a busy time for the members of the Murray Valley Croquet Association. On Thursday 28 th March the
Golf Croquet Championships were held at Charlton. Players came from Boort, Swan Hill and Charlton. The winner
of Section 1 was Ian Potter (Boort), Section 2 Daryl Henderson (Boort) and Section 3 Peter O’Brien (Charlton). Ian
and Daryl will now represent the Murray Valley region at the Victorian Golf Croquet Regional Championships at
the Victorian Croquet Centre (Cairnlea) on 13th & 14th April. Francie Stahl (Charlton) will be the Section 3 representative.

On Monday 8th April the Association Croquet Championships were also held at Charlton. Once again players came
from Boort, Swan Hill and Charlton. The winner of Section 2 was Anne Kenny (Charlton), Section 3 Lois Munro
(Swan Hill) and Section 4 Nita Perry (Charlton). Anne, Lois and Nita will now represent the Murray Valley region
at the Victorian Country Regional Championships at Swan Hill from 28 th April – 1st May. They will be joined by Ian
Potter (Boort) in Section 1.
Anne Kenny Charlton CC

L to R: Daryl Henderson, Peter O’Brien and Ian Potter

L to R: Anne Kenny, Lois Munro and Nita Perry
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Gippsland Golf Croquet Championships
The Gippsland GC Championships were held at the Bairnsdale Croquet Club last month. A field of 28 players
contested the three Divisions over two days.
The four courts were each in first-class condition and many of the players enjoyed their first experience with
Quadway hoops.
Jupiter Pluvius insisted on attending on the first day but in true croquet fashion all players persisted and handled the
conditions with aplomb. The second day dawned bright and sunny and many close and hard-fought games ensued.
In Division 1 Judy Wembridge of Bairnsdale pipped Ian Wilson of Sale by one game.
In Division 2 Julie Drummond of Bairnsdale squeaked in over Shirley Hemperger of Traralgon.
In Division 3, after double round robin, Ivana Thomson of Lakes Entrance outlasted Sheila Barnsley of Sale.
The Gippsland team of Judy, Jenny and Ivana then competed in the Vic Regional Championships at Cairnlea and
did really well to finish third in the Lefel Shield.
Thanks go to Lorraine Gutcher, Tournament Referee, and her apprentices Jenny Prescott and Mary Windsor.
Special thanks to the members of Bairnsdale CC for a great job of preparation and organization.
Robert Smallwood Morwell CC

Julie and Shirley
The 4 placegetters

At Right; Judy and Ian

Stop press! ACA Golf Croquet Singles Decided
Hail the Champion - Alison Sharpe.
In a most entertaining, close and enthralling contest Alison Sharpe defended her
title to win the 2019 Australian Golf Croquet Championship.

Alison beat Kevin Beard in a contest that took over five hours to get a result.
John Greives Tournament Manager
Full report in the June Edition
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Easter Bonnets and Jumps Galore at Numurkah
Numurkah Croquet Courts were a sea of coloured Bonnets for their Easter Tuesday Golf Croquet Social Day on
April 23rd. In perfect weather a very dedicated Croquet Journeyman Ken Fowler (4 wins & 33 hoops) from Yarrawonga/Mulwala Club won his first tournament from R.U. Shepparton’s John Young The consistent Heather Brown
from Numurkah (4 win 32 hoops) took out the other Block with Kyabram’s Sue Agosta being R.U with 4 wins 29
hoops. Close games were the call for the day with 53% resulting in 7/6 scores.
In a very colourful and extensive field Hope Atrill from Yarrawonga/Mulwala was successful in the Bonnet competition with her clever use of all natural flowers. Shepparton’s “Hawkeye” John Young was a winner in the Hoops in
One. Numurkah’s Joan I Hansen leapt to the lead at the Club’s new Jumping Board with 3 successful jumps from
one of her sets of four balls, scored from the 4 handicap line. Competitors were invited to try jumps with sets of
four balls from their handicap line, and have as many sets as they wanted throughout the day. It is believed one
Echuca/Moama player may have had as many as 150 jumps during the day with only 3 successful. Observers suggested he may have ended up with developing blisters and sore muscles? With the obvious popularity of the new
board (taken from an idea at Sawtell C.C.), several Clubs took photos and details with the aim of making their own.
Points to remember; made from recycled timber courtesy of Moira Shire; only cost was the paint; a safety catching
net is a must; mark handicap lines on a movable strip (lower Hcps are further from board); for safety, the board
must be secured with spikes to prevent blowing over and sited in a safe environment; we used our redundant third
colours in sets of four and let players have as many turns as they wished during our Social Day for free. It is intended to add the coloured outline of a ball at the base of the hoop. Following its popularity, it is probable the board will
be used at Club days for practice, elsewhere in the community, and at other Clubs, all to promote croquet. Further
details available from Kevin Hansen, Numurkah C.C. 0439106931

Hope this may be of some use to you.
Kevin Hansen.
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Victor Harbor CC Annual GC Tournament.
Belmont members, Anna and Eric Miller and Jane and Wolfgang Klemenz travelled to beautiful Victor Harbor for
the annual Golf Croquet tournament from the 6th to the 10th of April.
Days one and two.
Anna, Eric and Wolfgang competed in the singles held over the first two days.
Wolfgang was runner up in block B. Anna and Eric were unplaced.
Days three and four.
Both couples competed in the Doubles. Anna & Eric were runners up in Block A. Jane & Wolfgang were third in
Block B.
Day five was the 10+ doubles. This saw Anna and Eric with different partners, Jane and Wolfgang were able to
play together but luck wasn’t on their side that day. Eric did best with his Victor Harbor partner, coming a close
fifth.

Our travellers had their share of success and certainly acquitted themselves very well. They would like to thank
their hosts for the hospitality and the competition at the Victor Harbor croquet club annual GC tournament.
Dianne Wilson

Anne and Eric Miller, Runners up in Doubles Block A

Photos by Jane Klemenz
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Gippsland Association Croquet Championships
The Gippsland AC Championships were held at the new Traralgon Croquet Club over the first weekend in April.
A field of 9 players contested Divisions 1, 3 and 4 over the two days. Sadly illness decimated Division 2.
The very new court surface was a little heavy but played beautifully straight and rewarded the players’ well
directed rocquets. Brand new Quadway hoops presented no problems to the players and 11 out of 21 games
resulted in peg-outs.
In Division 1 Lewis Mercer had a hard fought win over Colin Crawford 15-25, 26-17, 26-10
In Division 3 Joy Davis, Wilma Freeman and Gary Prescott played double round robin. Joy triumphed winning 3
games from Wilma with 2 and Gary with 1. This was a very closely fought group with 3 peg-outs.
In Division 4 Ruth Cashin, Shirley Hemperger, Charles Armstrong and Michael North took to the courts. This field
produced 6 peg-outs with Michael winning his games 26-2, 26-4, 26-10 (a performance brought to the attention of
the Handicapper).

Thanks go to Thelma Arnup and Ron Davis for refereeing over
both days and to the members of the Traralgon CC for the very
special hosting of the first event at their new facilities.
Robert Smallwood Tournament Manager

auscroquetco@gmail.com

Lewis and Colin

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls
1ST/2nd/3rd Sets

Association Clips
1st/2nd/3rd Sets
Now Available
Mallets

Corner Flags (set of 4)
-

Plain

- Embroidered with club name
(photos available on request)
Coming Soon
Golf Clips
Centre Pegs
Joy and Michael
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Reflections on the use of AEDs and some useful things to know
With the proliferation of AEDs (Automated External Defibrillator) in many public places and sport clubs, I have
often heard some unusual and rather frightening comments made about their use. I hope the following will clear up
some of the concerns folk express on the issue of sudden unexpected collapse and emergency resuscitation.
If you have attended a course on CPR and AED use – onya! If you have not – perhaps you should. The life you save
will not be your own but it might be that of someone you care about. A course is not mandatory – the machine will
tell you what to do provided you are not too deaf to hear it!

AEDs come in two varieties – fully automatic where all that is required is to stick the pads on and the machine will
do the rest, and semi automatic, where, once the pads are on and connected the operator is required to push buttons
according to instructions.
In the event of a sudden unexpected collapse where the collapsed person is unresponsive and/or unconscious, 3 actions are required after ensuring they are not lying in a dangerous situation – start CPR, ask a bystander to dial 000
and send someone fairly mobile for the AED. Incidentally, everyone should know where it is located!

It is often not realised that to apply the 2 AED pads with good skin contact top clothing will be removed – usually
by cutting off – and, if a man is hairy the chest will be quickly dry shaved, and, in the case of a woman wearing an
underwire or other bras, it will be cut off.
This is no time for modesty. The process may save your life. Quick establishment of CPR and AED with ambulance
backup has a success rate of around 70%.
While emergency resuscitation often occurs in a public forum it is not a spectator sport although it will attract spectators, some of who will remain transfixed with shock and inertia and some will leave the scene, but there will be
those together enough to want to help, so if you are the first responder – give them something to do.
Under Good Samaritan legislation in all States, with the exception of Queensland which has slightly different law, a
Good Samaritan enjoys legal immunity for actions in an emergency provided the Good Samaritan was acting ‘in
good faith’ and doing what any ‘reasonable man’ would have done in the same circumstances.
We do have choices here and it is also possible to walk away if you feel that to be the only course of action you can
take as a ‘reasonable man’. There will be no recourse in law, but walking off is not really ‘the Australian way’ – and
it might be you lying there one day!
The other matter to consider is that of consent. An unconscious person cannot give consent to emergency procedures
and consent in these circumstances is ‘implied’ or ‘understood’ until something different becomes known – which is
usually not until after the event anyway.
Given the average age of croquet players, this may be a good time to consider our personal options. Sudden unexplained collapse knows no boundaries but is more likely to happen as we age and become vulnerable to a variety of
health issues.
People often say ‘I don’t want to be resuscitated’ but life becomes very precious when it might possibly be lost, and,
unless there is a tattoo on the collapsed person’s chest stating NFR/DNR (Do/Not For Resuscitation), they are wearing a bracelet to that effect or have in their wallet a document signed by their GP stating they were of sound mind
when they made the NFR decision, the legal principle of necessity applies and you do what any ‘reasonable man’
would do.
For no action at all to be taken, the collapsed person’s wishes must be known and have been ‘sighted’. It is not
enough for a by-standing relative or spouse to claim there is a document to support the NFR decision but is not
available to be seen just now. Where refusal is known, it must be honoured, but while an emergency situation does
not mean the person’s wishes can be disregarded, waiting around for such evidence to be produced is not practical
either, so, again, the ‘reasonable man’ principle applies and when the paramedics arrive you can abdicate responsibility to them knowing you did the best you could until they arrived.
When you get home after the excitement is over and you’re asked ‘how did you do at croquet’ you can nonchalantly
respond with ‘I helped save a life today’. Oh, what a feeling!
Hetty Veldman
NDCA Regional Director
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Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre
Nov/Dec
29-1 Aust Gateball Championships; range -6 to 20

info@gateball.com.au

Association Tournaments around the State
May
20-22 Sale Open Assoc T’ment; range -3 to 20
Len Clissold 0409 953 525
June
29-30 Swan Hill Open Tournament; range -3 to 20

Lois Munro 0408 875 857

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State
May
24-25 Frankston H’cap Sgls; range -6 to 20
Faye O’Toole 9787 1665
28-29 Warrnambool Open Dbls T’ment; range -6 to 20 Judy Stewart 0401 931 461
30-30 Warrnambool Open Sgls T’ment; range -6 to 20 Judy Stewart 0401 931 461
June
1-2 Sale Open H’cap Dbls; range -6 to 20
Wilma Freeman 5144 2950
8-9 Belmont H’cap Dbls; range -6 to 10
Jim Saunders 5250 5250
15-16 Rich River H’cap Dbls T’ment; range -6 to 10
Bev Floyd 0400 799 987
22-23 Lakes Entrance Open Sgls T’ment; range -6 to 20 Rhonda Smith
0432 350 224
July
6-7 Morwell Open Dbls T’ment; range -6 to 20
Sue Elliott 0408 564 712

Gateball around the States
Nov/Dec
29-1 Aust Gateball Championships; range -6 to 20 info@gateball.com.au
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CONTACTS:
Fixtures & Tournaments
John Grieve (Williamstown CC)
(03) 9397 2632
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au
State Coordinator - Association
John Grieve (Williamstown CC)
(03) 9397 2632
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au
State Coordinator - Golf Croquet
Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC)
(03) 5134 4990
Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator - Gateball
Philip Brown (Kew CC)
(03) 9571 4395
Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator - Ricochet
Terry Wilson (Wangaratta CC)
03 5721 4014
State Coordinator of Referees - AC
Brian Foley (Sandringham CC)
(03) 9584 8405
Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator of Referees - GC
John van der Touw (MCC)
(03) 9803 3433
Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator of Coaching
Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic CC)
(02) 6033 3864 - 0418 415 368
Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au
State Handicapper - Association
Doron Gunzburg
0419 616 563
Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com
State Handicapper - Golf Croquet
Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)
(03) 5156 8149
Email handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au
Association & Golf AHS1's:
following Association and Golf
tournaments, and handicap updates, please
send AHS1 forms to Ian McKee
PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350
Email anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au.
Malletsports Editor
Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC)
Email malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au

Next edition closes 15th June

MSV______________________________________________________________
Opinions expressed in MSV do not necessarily reflect those of VCA.
While every care is taken to ensure accuracy of information, no
responsibility is accepted by MSV or VCA for errors that may
occur inadvertently.

Victorian Croquet Association Inc.
Victorian Croquet Centre.
65 Nobel Banks Drive.
CAIRNLEA 3023
PH 8361 8887

E -mail:
administraion@croquetvic.asn.au
Website: www.croquetvic.asn.au
Facebook.com/CroquetVictoria
https://twitter.com/CoquetVictoria

