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Gold Cup, Silver and Bronze Shields

The re-scheduled Gold Cup, Silver and Bronze Shields were held over the weekend (11th and 12th March) at Cairnlea. A very strong field led by 4 of the six
Eire Cup team was a highlight of the event. The conditions for these events are
In This Issue
based on rankings. The AC Selection Committee invite the top 24 ranked players
Gold
Cup,
Silver
and Bronze Shields 1
in the state. As players indicate unavailability an invitation is issued to the next
President’s Report
player in line.
Stephen Forster, Rod Kirk, Elaine Coverdale and Tricia Devlin were member of
the State team who competed in the Gold Cup. Stephen and Rod ended up with 6
wins each. Rod was the winner on net hoops. Both players lost one game Stephen to Tricia and Rod to Stephen. An excellent battle and good preparation
for the Eire Cup in two weeks or so. David Johnston was third with 4 wins. This
was David’s first invitation to the Gold Cup and he played very well.
The Silver Shield was won by Kerri-Ann Organ - another member of the Eire
Cup team. Kerri-Ann won on net hoops from Lewis Mercer - a former member
of the Eire Cup team. Gail Hopkins (Eire Cup team members) was third.
The Bronze Shield was won by Graham Fahey (MCC) on net hoops from Greg
Hill (Brunswick).
All three events were close and some excellent croquet was played and seen.
After the hurly-burly of the GC World Championships it was relaxing to have
such a great group of people playing and enjoying themselves.
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We wish the Eire Cup team all the success they deserve. The first game starts on
Wednesday week (March 22nd).
John Grieve
Tournament Manager
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Lugging Equipment to an Event?

VCA has just bought a large cricket team
bag which clubs and regions can borrow
free on short term loan.
Pull along (2 wheels) with carry handles.
Comes empty. Fits up to 12 mallets, 2
sets of hoops, 2 centre pegs, 12 croquet
balls (in side pockets), ball of marking
rope, tent pegs, rubber mallet, etc.
Fits in station-wagon or hatchback with
seats down.
Stored at VCC, you would need to
arrange pick up and return.

Enquiries to Sandra Kastanaras
administration@croquetvic.asn.au
or phone (03) 8361 8887

Graham Fahey, Rod Kirk, Kerri-Ann Organ

ASSOCIATION CROQUET

GATEBALL

GOLF CROQUET
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The President is busy in Tasmania...see next edition for his report.
World Championship - Golf Croquet -2017
The feeling at the end of any major event is difficult to put into words. And so it was when Reg Bamford held the
Golf Croquet World Champion’s Trophy aloft on Sunday. Relief? Excitement? Exhaustion? Elation? ……whatever
he felt I am sure the people who helped make the event so successful were also reflecting on their feelings.
Any sporting event is about the performers. And the 80 players who finally were assembled to take part in this
World Championship gave their all to compete at their best level. Many fell by the wayside as the days rolled on.
The nature of these events is such that those that survive do so because of their skills, their determination and their
mental toughness.
I will long remember the people and the friendliness of the event. I will not forget the contribution that so many
people made to the success of the Championships.
The planning went on for months and many people contributed to that - from the World Croquet Federation, the
Australian Croquet Association and the Victoria Croquet Association. Mike Cohn was the Chairperson of the
Organizing Committee. The involvement of four of our clubs - Ballarat Alexandra, Essendon, Geelong and
Williamstown - was necessary to provide the number of lawns required to conduct the event.
We had many volunteers to ensure the function of the event went smoothly. Drivers to take visitors to and from their
accommodation to Cairnlea and our satellite venues. Volunteers who helped set the lawns and maintain the hoops
and courts at all five venues. Referees. Scorers. Computer operators. Managers. Catering. It would be difficult to
remember all the names of those who contributed but it would also be wrong to not acknowledge their efforts.
Our satellite venue managers - Dot Dickson (Essendon), Andre Daniel-Dreyfus (Williamstown), Kevin and Cherry
Bluff (Belmont) and David and Mignon Johnston (Ballarat Alexandra) - did a sterling job ensuring this event was so
successful. The members at those clubs made a huge contribution to the success of the World Championships.
Without that support we would have struggled to conduct the event.
The implementation of the event from a Victorian standpoint was headed by members of the VCA and with some
trepidation I wish to name those I know made major contributions to the success of the event.
Jim Clement, VCA President acted as Chief Referee. His work was tir eless and the few gr umbles about r efer eeing was a credit to his team. We were well assisted by a large contingent of referees from other states and New
Zealand. It would have been very difficult to manage this aspect of the event without their support. Bob Godfrey
(Tasmania), Judy Stewart, Nancy Hatherell and Bev Smith (NSW) acted as Deputy Tournament Referees at our satellite venues; Lorraine Gutcher was Deputy Tournament Referee at Cairnlea. Jacky McDonald (NSW), Shirley Hallinan, Dot Dickson, Eric and Anna Miller, Carol Bradbury, Denie-Anne Etherson, Ian McKee and Dennis Newman
assisted at their clubs. The referee team at Cairnlea had long days and extra courts to look after and to Lynne Roberts, Graeme Thomas (SA), Amy Woodhouse (SA), Robert Weaver (SA), John and Robyn Compton (NSW), Stephen Howes (SA), Peter and Elaine Coles (NSW), Sue Roberts (New Zealand) and Patricia Watts we express our
thanks and acknowledge your contribution to the overall success of the event. Congratulations to Judy Stewart on
being selected to referee the final.
Jim and Val Saunders had a significant r ole to play with the or ganization of the mer chandising and social
events. Manning the stall all day throughout the event was tiring and meant neither saw a lot of the play. Jim and
Val also helped organize the dinner on the final Saturday evening. Kate Petersen is to be thanked for her support to
Val and Jim.
Media was handled by Kate Patrick and a number of spots in paper s and r adio will hopefully tr igger some
people to think about our sport as an option in the future. One interview I heard on ABC Melbourne with Lester
Hughes was excellent.
Transport was a major issue for this event with our venues so far apar t. Mike Cohn was in char ge of this as
well as House Manager. He also acted as a driver and manager of the bar. Another herculean effort. We
acknowledge the services of Keith Latham, Roger Lee, Brian Foley, Peter Landrebe, Peter Freer, John Levick and
Greg Fletcher who volunteered to drive players to and from the satellite venues and their accommodation.
The help from Brunswick, Brimbank and Essendon clubs in manning the bar was much appreciated by Mike and all
concerned. Donna Appleby, Ines Cervi, Dorothy Lapham, Robert and Lillian Jurey, Joyce Woods and Joy Greenwood all were kept busy serving the players’ and spectators' needs.
Continued on page 4
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Management Report
VCA History 1980-2014:
'A History of Croquet in Victoria 1866 - 1980 by Joyce Ridley' is now available in digital format so that it can be
reprinted. Both this previous history and the one recently compiled will be made available on the website in the near
future. I will be emailing Club Secretaries shortly to ascertain whether clubs wish to have this hardcopy of our history. This information will let us know how many we need to print.

VCC Working Group: An email was for war ded to Club Secr etar ies on 19 Febr uar y 2017 with the Ter ms of
Reference and nomination form or this Working Group attached. The prime task of the VCC Working Party is to
develop a five-year business plan for the usage of the Victorian Croquet Centre.
For this purpose it may receive updates from the Treasurer on costs and income related to the VCC, monitor usage of
the VCC, including liaison with Tournaments and Fixtures Committee, consultation with the President and staff
working at the VCC and exploratory contact with potential and current users of the VCC.
If you know of someone with the relevant skills who could be a member of this VCC Working Group please consider nominating them.
VCA Facebook: Activity on the VCA Facebook incr eased dr amatically dur ing the lead up and dur ing the r ecently completed 2017 Golf Croquet World Championships and the Golf Croquet U21 World Championship. Thank
you to those Facebook users from around the world who contributed articles and photos to be posted to our Facebook
page. Social media users were hungry for information about the Worlds and commented on the posts such as that
about the Mt Hutt New Zealand 'strongest croquet school'. The two posts that reached the biggest audience were the
coverage of the St Kilda Primary School promotional event (reached 854 people) and the post related to the 2017
Golf Croquet World Champion Reg Bamford (1187 people reached).
Updating the image of croquet: On 18 Febr uar y 2017 we for war ded an email to Club Secr etar ies seeking feedback about the impact (if any) that recent publicity around croquet has had upon club membership. Have the newspaper articles and promotional events aimed at promoting croquet combined with the excitement of the recently hosted
Golf Croquet World Championships and U21's resulted in new members or enquiries from potential members.
Please email your feedback to Kate Patrick on vicepresident@croquetvic.asn.au
VCA Trifold Brochure: Ther e will be a r epr int of this r edesigned br ochur e, so those clubs still wanting a supply of these please contact our Administrator Sandra Kastanaras.
Nominations for VCA Junior Scholarship: Cr oquet Victor ia is committed to r ecr uiting younger member s and
helping those members to develop to the full limits of their capability. Clubs are encouraged to advise the relevant
Selection Committee of junior members deemed suitable for inclusion in the program who may not have come to the
attention of Selection Committees. The Junior Scholarship Policy can be viewed on the VCA website at:
http://croquetvic.asn.au/documents/160815%20Junior%20Scholarship%20Policy.pdf
2017 Croquet Victoria AGM: Regional Nominations for VCA Life Member ship must be with the VCA Secr etary by Monday 17 April 2017and Nominations for VCA Sub-committees and Appointed Officials must be with the
VCA Secretary no later than Friday 5 May 2017. The schedule of crucial dates leading up to the 2017 VCA AGM
can be found on the Croquet Links and Resources page on the VCA website.

Secretary VCA

Malletsports

Page 4

World Championship - Golf Croquet -2017 continued from page 2
Lubi Bosevska (our Car etaker ) wor ked above and beyond the r ole she has at Cair nlea. Lubi kept all the
facilities clean and tidy, picked up glasses and crockery from wherever people left them, served in the bar, assisted
players with laundry needs - in short kept our wonderful facility in a shipshape manner throughout the world championships of both Under 21 and the open event. Each morning the rooms and toilets and surrounds were in pristine
condition. A major work effort.
The people who helped us move the courts, set up the hoops and maintain the courts during the event were tireless
workers. Our thanks go to Brian Foley, Geoff Hull (Queensland), Chas Quinn, Kevin Beard, Peter Freer, David Wren,
Robert Weaver (SA), Peter Coles (NSW), Lester Hughes - your efforts were amazing. Nothing was too much trouble
for them. They attended to the needs of the players and referees throughout the sixteen days of both events. Those
hoops took a pounding and the “hoopies” were there to re-set and realign them at all times.
During the semi-finals and finals of the Open event we decided to set up a scoreboard to make it easier for the spectators to keep track of the games. We are very grateful to Wendy Dickson, Anne Quinn and Kevin Beard for taking on
this task. It was hot on both days of the finals and their work in the sun was appreciated by the spectators.
The hardest worker throughout all this was doubtless Brian Reither. Most spectators would not have seen Br ian a lot during the events. His work kept him in the office a lot of the time and out of sight. But without a Tournament Manager there would not be an event - and Brian is a superb manager of events. It is not so much the day-to-day
running of the tournaments but a lot of the work is done in the lead up to it . When players and spectators and others
are out playing, practicing or just getting on with their lives - Brian is doing the paperwork to get the show on the road.
Brian has announced his retirement as Tournament Manager - and his last event was a superb finale for a major contribution to croquet in Victoria and Australia.
Reflect a moment on some of the statistics to under stand the complexity of the wor k Br ian managed. Ther e
were four events over the sixteen days - Under 21 World Cup, Qualifying Event for World Cup, Ramsis Cup and the
World Cup. A total of 1584 games of Golf Croquet were played - including those at our satellite venues. Play started
at 8am and continued on many days well past 7pm.
WCF, ACA and VCA owe a great deal of thanks to many, many people. Members of our clubs will reflect on how
well Croquet was presented to the world by Croquet Victoria.
I know a number of people will feel aggrieved I haven’t mentioned their name - I know many, many more players and
members were supportive and worked hard. It is a credit to all our members that these World Golf Croquet Championships were such a great success. A pat on the back to Croquet in Victoria.
Finally - again congratulations to Reg Bamford. The final between Reg and Ahmed was a tr eat - a titanic
battle right to the end. It was a pleasure and privilege to have been a part of it all.
John Grieve
“Another person to be thanked for their valuable efforts and contribution to the Worlds is John Grieve, hoop setter,
scores collector, entered of scores to croquetscores.com, TM's backstop extraordinaire. John is too modest to put his
own name into his report, except as the author, but without his contribution, the running of the events would have
been much more difficult. Thank you, John. Jim Clement, President and TR"

Apology from your Editor
I thank all my contributors for the items, reports and photos they send me, however I am sure some of you wonder
what has happened to things you sent recently that have not appeared in print. My apologies... let me explain.
In early December I received an email sent to Malletsports that, when opened, released a virus into my computer.
This particular virus is known as the ‘Ransom Virus’, namely because the sender encrypts all your files and they
demand a ransom payment before they will decrypt them.
I took my computer in, but files were unable to be opened...they advised against paying any ransom as who was to say
if the decrypting would really follow payment. After checking with several places the common suggestion was “have
your computer emptied of all files and start again”.
So here we are…a few items sent in were still in emails and salvageable, anything on word became goggledygook!
Please make sure you place your name and club in the subject box when sending me items as I am sure you will
understand my reluctance to open unknown attachments.

Rosalie Newman Malletsports Editor

Malletsports

Page 5

Williamstown GC Tournament

With Summer still in the air (in Autumn) the scene was set for a great weekend at Williamstown. The clubhouse has
recently been re-furbished, the lawns were in excellent condition after the World GC games, the weather was idyllic
and the entry was comprehensive.
We divided the entries into two sections - 0-5 and 6+ and had 8 entrants in Section 2 and 10 in the Section 1
event. Play was held over three days to accommodate the number of games to be played and to meet player requests
for time slots. Williamstown CC was well represented with three entrants in Section 1 - Andre Daniel-Dreyfus,
Tony Green and Paul Lund and 6 of the 8 in Section 2 were from Williamstown. Meryn Money, Graham Bird,
Kristine Spruzen, Anne Allan, Diana Osborn and Pam Batten were joined by Kate Patrick (Brunswick) and Reen
Hancorne (Monash).
Section 2 was won by Meryn Money with 7 wins from her 7 games. Meryn played steady golf croquet all three days
and was a most worthy winner. Meryn was runner-up last year and has showed a steady improvement in recent
months. Runner up was Graham Bird (Williamstown) whose only loss was to Meryn. Reen Hancorne (Monash)
was in third place.
Section 1 also saw last year’s runner up win the event this year. Eric Miller lost the final in 2016 to Peter
Goldstraw. This year he comprehensively won the round
robin - losing only one game. Runner up was Jim Lynch
(Eastern Park) who lost only to Eric and Mark Wilson.
Anna Miller was third with 6 wins. Chas Quinn
(Yarrawonga), Richards Parks (Monash) and Andre DanielDreyfus (Williamstown) all had 5 wins.
Many thanks to Margot Roberts and Tony Green for their
help with the refereeing. Tony also for assisting with the
court set-up and hoop setting during the event. The membership of our club is so supportive of these events and to
have 9 of our gold croquet players playing was a wonderful
step forward. We look forward to seeing Meryn and Eric
defending their wins in 2018.
John Grieve Tour nament Manager

L to R; Eric Miller, Meryn Money and John Grieve

Korumburra GC Singles Tournament
Korumburra held their Golf Croquet Singles Tournament on 18th & 19th March in perfectly glorious weather.
We had entries from Village Glen, Sale, Maffra, Wonthaggi, Morwell, Phillip Island and Drouin. Many of the games
were closely contested and in Section One the result hinged on the last game of the day.
Section One winner was Ray Ball of Phillip Island, with Gerrit Kool of Wonthaggi as Runner-up.
Section Two winner was Robert Smallwood of Morwell,
with Virginia Wheeler of Wonthaggi as Runner-up.
All the entrants enjoyed their weekend and have been
encouraged to return for our tournament in 2018.
Ruth Cashin

Left to Right; Gerrit Kool, Robert Smallwood,
Virginia Wheeler and Ray Ball
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Northern District Pennant
The Northern District held another very successful Pennant Season ,A beautiful sunny day for the finals after all the
rain we had early in the season. Which saw some courts unplayable 20 teams over three sections was the best we
have had. In Section 1 a final play off between Kyneton (Rick Janssen and John Teed ) and Maryborough (Graeme
Jones and Mark Sertori) with both sides winning 3 games each, it looked like Kyneton would once again take the
honours but a count of hoops saw Maryborough take the flag by I hoop. A great match by both sides.
In Section 2 Kyneton (Margot Clemens and Len Baker) and Maldon (Steve Templeton and Theo Stockx) this
game also went to 3 games all, and hoops were once again used to decide the winners, Maldon by 2 hoops!
In Section 3 we had 10 teams and a semi was played before the teams of Golden Square (Don Batchelor and Romana
Rawlings) and Macedon Ranges (Helen Shirley, Len Gamble and Ros Anders) were into the final both sides
played extremely well being the first time they had played in a final. At lunch play was pretty even winning 3 games
each and hoops again being the decider, a 1 hoop advantage giving the win to Golden Square.
All the clubs in the Region had teams playing, a lot of new players who improved so much through the season and
all are looking forward to next year.
Christine Nor ther n Distr ict Cr oquet Association

Mark Sertori and Graeme Jones - Maryborough

Theo Stockx and Stephen Templeton (Maldon )

Romana Rawlings and Don Batchelor (Golden Square)
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Photos of winners at Goulburn Valley Croquet Association recent Tournament
At left L - R
Gayle rep Cardwell Tours,
Tricia Newman
MVCA President
Division 1 W Roger Bird
R/u Bill Humphreys
Right. L-R Division 2
R/u Beth Lewis &
W Chris Eiffert

Section 0-4 R/u Peter Goldstraw
and W John James

Section 5-7 W. Terry Wilson
and R/u Ellen Reed
Above. L-R; Division 3 W Bev Somerville
and R/u Wilma Freeman

Left; L-R; Section 8-9 R/u Jan Lebek
and W Lynette Evans
Right. L-R; Section 10-12 W Fay Harrison
and R/u John Prendergast

Sue van Lunenburg Secr etar y Eur oa CC

Mooroopna Annual Association Open Tournament
Mooroopna Croquet Club held their Annual Association Croquet Open Tournament on 15th and 16th March 2017.
Players from as far away as Corowa, Golden Square, Rich River, Nagambie, Numurkah and Mooroopna had a
wonderful 2 days of competition with a very high standard of croquet
being played.
The eventual winners are pictured with the
Mooroopna Club President Ken Moore, (Far left, then Left to Right)
Runner/up Section 16 – 20, Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic Club)
Winner Section 11 – 14, Christine Eiffert (Golden Square)
Winner Section 16 – 20, Beverley Somerville (Rich River)
Runner/up Section 11 – 14, Ken Richardson (Mooroopna)
Helen Wrest Secr etar y Moor oopna CC
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Horsham Singles Championship
Photos L to R – Marge Weiderman lost 0-7 and had to hang her knickers on the flag pole (poor marge)
1st division – Gary Devlin and Neville Pope
2nd Division – John Sudholtz and Robyn Devlin
3rd Division – Jeff Murray and Barry Sherwell

Ballarat/Wimmera Challenge
Ballarat and District challenge against the Wimmera - Ballarat won – 20-19

Ballarat Team – Denie Etherson, Paula
Hollier, Butch Hollier, Pat Smith, Ian
Leviston, Beth Lewis, George Lewis
and Nancy Hatherell

Wimmera Team – Valmai Hood, Frank
Creasy, Denise McMillan, Maureen
Bellville, Gary Devlin, Robyn Devlin,
Kaye Blake and Patricia Hester

Valmai Hood Publicity Officer Hor sham CC

Korumburra Annual Association Croquet Tournament
Our Annual Association Croquet Tournament was held recently over 2 days on 28th and 29th November.
12 players entered travelling from Bendigo, Ballarat, MCC, Sale,
Traralgon, Phillip Is., Leongatha and Korumburra Clubs.

The event was sponsored by the local Bendigo Bank, who have been
sponsoring us for well over 20 years. Our thanks to all players who
entered and to our Club members for all the help and to our generous
sponsor, Bendigo Bank, Korumburra.
Sue Peatfield Secr etar y / Manager Kor umbur r a CC
Winners and Runners-Up with our Sponsor, Gracie, from
Bendigo Bank Korumburra. Left - Right George Lewis
(Alexandra, Ballarat) Wilma Freeman (Sale), Margaret
Fraser and Colin Crawford (Traralgon) and Colin O'Rafferty
(Korumburra).
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Sale Annual Golf Croquet Singles Tournament
The Sale annual golf croquet singles tournament was played in fine conditions on 21 st & 22nd January. As there was
an almost full entry of visiting players, we could only fit a few Sale players into the draw. We were pleased to have
competitors from other parts of Victoria as well as our usual supporters from Gippsland clubs.
There was excellent play in all three sections with many games being closely contested. Sale folk were delighted to
hear very favourable comments about the lawns and club from many of our visitors, as members put a lot of effort in
providing the best conditions for play and for ensuring the smooth running of the event.

Our management team of Wilma Freeman, Deirdre Lebbon and Ian Wilson did a tireless job before and during the
tournament to make this situation possible. A special highlight was the ‘premiere’ of our newly qualified referees,
Len Clissold, Wilma Freeman and Ian Wilson who officiated along with our visiting referee-in-charge, Lorraine
Gutcher. The club is especially grateful to Lorraine, who is always available to provide her guidance and expertise.
Section 1 winner was Judy Wembridge (Bairnsdale) from Jim Saunders (Belmont). Section 2 was won by Nancy
Donelly (Lakes Entrance) with Gary Prescott (Bairnsdale) runner-up. Section 3 went to Sale’s Betty Clissold with
Helen Checkley (Korumburra) second. This was Betty Clissold’s first singles tournament victory and we hope there
will be several others to follow this well-deserved success. This tournament was generously sponsored by Barry &
Annette Lett, Sale Funeral directors, who have supported our club for many years.
Phillip Clerici Sale CC
SCC President Len Clissold with
Section 1 Winner Judy Wembridge

Nancy Donelly Winner of Section 2

SCC President with Winner Section 3 Betty Clissold
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Happenings at Horsham
Horsham croquet club had a very busy time leading up to Christmas with local organizations holding their Christmas breakup party's at our club. They had a great time playing golf croquet with the help of some of our members.
We then provided them with a BBQ tea. A couple of the groups even had Santa arriving with presents. There was
lots of laughter and social interaction during the evening, with some saying it was their best Christmas party ever.
Since school resumed we have hosted Murtoa college year 10 students as part of their sports program. Golf croquet
has become very popular with the students as they challenge each other with fierce enthusiasm. Murtoa college
students have been coming over each year for some years.
As the 1st term ends we have had enquiries to hold a school holiday program at our club which helps to keep children occupied over the holidays. The teachers from one of the local schools are also having an end of term croquet
evening with a BBQ to follow.
The Horsham croquet club is proud to be promoting the game in our community. As well as introducing the game
to the wider community, it is also a good fund raiser for the club with not a lot of work involved .
Donna Frost Pr esident Hor sham CC
School students enjoy a game of croquet

auscroquetco@gmail.com

New Croquet Club is Open for Business in Echuca

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls

Local croquet players have joined forces with the Echuca
Lawn Tennis Club to form a new club in the area. The
club has become the newest member of the Goulburn
Valley Croquet Association.

1ST/2nd/3rd Sets

We are located at the end of the Port of Echuca next to
the caravan park, football oval and basketball courts. We
share a lovely big clubhouse, beautiful grass courts and
surrounded by many large trees.
The newly formed ECHUCA MOAMA CROQUET
CLUB had their opening day on Monday, December 12th
at the Tennis Club courts located in Victoria Park.
Thanks to several generous sponsors, as well as donations
from members and the loan of some hoops and balls, the
club was off and running with 14 members showing up
for a fun day of croquet.
Club members play Association Croquet as well as Golf
Croquet and are getting ready for club and regional championships. Also, planning for our first official social day
is well under way.
Judy Maynard Secr etar y EMCC

Association Clips

1st/2nd/3rd Sets
Now Available
Mallets
Corner Flags (set of 4)
-

Plain

- Embroidered with club name
(photos available on request)
Coming Soon:
Golf Clips
Centre Pegs

Malletsports

Page 11

Cairnlea - What a Wonderful Facility
On Australia Day, I had the pleasure of playing in the Australia Day tournament along with many other players.
Together with players from many Victorian locations, both city and country, there were Interstate players enjoying
good, competitive croquet and the fellowship that abounded. The atmosphere was fantastic.
The Victorian Open Doubles and Singles Competitions held on 27th, 28th and 29th January followed the Australia
Day tournament. Again, there was a strong entry of Victorian and Interstate players and win or lose everyone enjoyed strong competition.

Cairnlea is a wonderful facility for every Victorian player to be proud of. The Interstate players commented that the
reason they travel to Victoria is to play at Cairnlea, indeed some of them stated that if Cairnlea didn’t exist they
wouldn’t bother coming to Victorian tournaments and that would be a loss. Part of the enjoyment of tournaments
held at Cairnlea is the opportunity to meet and pit croquet skills against different players and to share tactics and
croquet news with them.
The Victorian Croquet Association has a Board of Management and a Council charged with the responsibility of
promoting croquet as well as keeping our World standard facility in great condition. As we all know croquet is
growing in popularity and it is vital if we are to continue the growth at all levels, that players have a facility to use,
be proud of and which attracts competitors from Australia and the World. Cairnlea belongs to all Victorian players
and without exception people who go there for the first time are very impressed with their Victorian headquarters.
Cairnlea is the future of croquet in this State. Without it Victoria would find it very difficult to host National and
International competitions.

We are so fortunate to have Cairnlea, come and have a hit there soon.
Val Saunders Belmont CC

Please Turn off the Lights as You Leave
Will the last Association player please turn off the lights as they leave, or have they already done so?

There should be room in a croquet club for Association and Golf Croquet to exist harmoniously. However this state
of play relies on a committee made up of members from each code actively interested in promoting both games to its
members. When one code only is allowed to flourish to the detriment of the other then this sounds the death knell
and the Association founding members are left to regret the day they did not foresee such an event happening.
The club I once belonged to was highly regarded amongst the croquet community for the standard of play of its
members and the coaching they received enabling them to be competitive in pennant and tournaments both at home
and away. The successful staging of a prestigious tournament for the top echelon of Association players was another
notable achievement. Unhappily all this has come to an end hence the opening paragraph. Perhaps other clubs will
ensure they take an even handed approach to ensure both codes remain alive and well.
Beverley Treloar

MCC Croquet Club's Hampers for Charity
Raffling gourmet food and gift hampers for charity has become an
annual tradition at MCC Croquet Club in Hawthorn. The raffle is a
highlight of the club's Christmas party and proceeds from the raffle
are donated to a local charity. This year proceeds will go to Hawthorn Community Chest. All hamper items are donated by members in the weeks leading up to the party.

Shown here packaging this year's dozen hampers, are (from left)
Anne McLachlan, Mary Vindin, Carolynne Dobbin and Margo
Kelly.
Maggie Ruzza MCC Cr oquet Club Communications
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Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre

Mar
31-3 Apr ACA Br onze Medal (Vic) r ange 0 to 0
31-3 Apr Selector s Invitation; r ange 0 to 12

) Lorraine Gutcher
) 5134 4990

April
22-23 GC Regional Ch’ships; range 0 to 12
28-30 VCA Gateball Championships

Lorraine Gutcher 5234 4990
Phillip Brown 9571 4395

May
6-14 ACA Open Singles & Doubles; range 0 to 0

Lorraine Gutcher 5234 4990

Association Tournaments around the State
Mar 2017
22-23 Quarry Hill; range 14 to 20
23-26 Kew; range 12 to 16 & 18 to 20
25-26 Koroit: range -3 to 20
30- 2 Apr Kew; r ange 2 to 6

Ian Smith 5443 0692
Clem Joyce 9898 1889
Marie Coffey 5568 1252
Clem Joyce 9898 1889

April
10-12 AC Regional Ch’ships Ballarat
22-23 Rich River Anzac Classic; range -3 to 3
24-25 Rich River Anzac Classic; range 3.5 to 9
26-27 Rich River Anzac Classic; range 10 to 20

Nancy Hatherell 5334 1611
) Marjorie Grant
) 5480 9985
)

May
5-7 Sandringham; range -3 to 20
15-17 Traralgon Hi-Lo XYZ Dbles; range -3 to 20
22-24 Sale; range-3 to 20

Harley Johnstone 9598 0358
Doreen Dorman 5174 1694
Phillip Clerici 5144 3082

June
9-12 Essendon; range -3 to 11
15-18 Essendon; range 12 to 20
24-25 Swan Hill; range -3 to 20

) Rex Cairns
) 9337 8160
Lois Munro 0408 875 857

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State
April
7-8 Monash; range 0 to 5 and 6 to 12
Kaye Molyneux 0403 160 340
29-30 Bairnsdale Doubles
) Mark Norwood
ranges 0 to 5, 6 to 9 and 10 to 12
) 0481 082 835
May
6-7 Warragul; range 0 to 12
13-14 Drouin Doubles; range 0 to 12
27-28 Traralgon; range 0 to 12

Julie Beasley 0400 240 061
Heather Bullen 5625 3250
Doreen Dorman 5174 1694

June
3-4 Sale Doubles; range 0 to 0
24-25 Lakes Entrance Handicap Singles;
ranges 0 to 5, 6 to 9 and 10 to 20

Len Clissold 5144 4743
) Rhonda Smith
) 0432 350 224

July
9-10 Morwell Doubles; range 0 to 12

Robert Smallwood 5234 3082
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CONTACTS:
Fixtures & Tournaments
John Grieve, (03) 9397 2632
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au
State Coordinator - Gateball
Philip Brown (Kew CC)
(03) 9571 4395
Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator - Association
John Grieve (Williamstown CC)
(03) 9397 2632
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au
State Coordinator - Golf Croquet
Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC)
(03) 5134 4990
Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator of Referees - AC
Brian Foley (Sandringham CC)
(03) 9584 8405
Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator of Referees - GC
John van der Touw (MCC)
(03) 9803 3433
Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
State Handicapper - Association
Doron Gunzburg
0419 616 563
Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com
State Coordinator of Coaching
State Handicapper - Golf Croquet
Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)
(03) 5156 8149
Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au
Email handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au
Association & Golf AHS1's:
following Association and Golf tournaments, and handicap updates, please send
AHS1 forms to Ian McKee
PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350
Email anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au.
Malletsports Editor
Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC)
Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350
Email malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au
Submissions for the April edition
due by the 10th April please

MSV____________________________________________________________
Opinions expressed in MSV do not necessarily reflect those of VCA.
Victorian Croquet Association Inc.
While every care is taken to ensure accuracy of information, no responsibility
Victorian Croquet Centre.
is accepted by MSV or VCA for errors that may occur inadvertently.
65 Nobel Banks Drive.
CAIRNLEA 3023

PH 8361 8887
E-mail:
administration@croquetvic.asn.au

Website: www.croquetvic.asn.au

