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Bronze Medal 
 

A most successful weekend of Association Croquet at Shepparton was capped  

off by a fine win in the ACA Bronze Medal to Kevin Beard.  Kevin will now  

represent Victoria in the ACA Gold Medal in Adelaide in March.  Kevin and  
Stephen Forster went into their last round game against each - both players  

undefeated.   
 

The top-ranked players in Victoria are offered the chance to enter the event . 

Invitations are issued based on current world ranking. A number of players were  
unable to accept their invite but the talent on display was an indication of the  

strength of Victorian Association Croquet at the top level.  Seven of the eight  

players have represented Victoria in the past and the other player is a member of  

the State Squad.  Some excellent croquet was played on very true lawns.   
 

It was great to have Lewis Mercer back playing at this level.  Lewis was very  

unlucky not to have won more games than the three he finished with.  Gail  

Hopkins (Essendon) won four games to finish in third place  
 

The weekend was planned be held at Shepparton as a way to promote Associa-
tion Croquet in the region and surrounding areas.  Many of the players in the 

event arrived on Friday and made themselves available to coach and offer advice 

to a wide range of attendees.  A number of these players had only recently  

decided to take up Association Croquet and greatly appreciated the efforts of the 
players.   
 

The Shepparton Croquet Club is to be commended for the excellent support  

they showed to us all. The courts are in great shape, the club made us all most 

welcome and catered for our every need.  I would like to acknowledge the  
support of Noel Dealy who worked tirelessly to make the weekend such a  

success. 
 

The decision to visit Shepparton was totally vindicated. The players and officials 
had a great social time as well as enjoying first class croquet at a first class  

facility. 
 

To everyone involved with the coaching, the playing, the management and the 

catering - my very sincere thanks.   
 

We will be back at some time in the future.  
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 
  

 

    

Patron: The Honorable 

Linda Dessau AC,  

     Governor of Victoria  

Winner Kevin Beard (Left) and  

Runner up Steven Forster 

The competitors 

Back: Kevin Beard, 

Kenn Boal, John 

Grieve (Tournament 

Manager) 
Seated: Elaine Cover-

dale, Stephen Forster, 

Gail Hopkins, Terry 

Hopkins, Lewis Mercer 

Front: Chris Grant 

Pic: Jenny Kneebone  
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Presidentõs Report 

Some  of the  weekend coaching  in  progress. 

Happy New Year to all members, I trust that it will also be a healthy one for us all. 
 

By the time that you read this, the Croquet Australia Under 21 Golf Croquet Championships will have concluded in 

Tasmania.  I am sorry to say that no Victorians competed in these events.  If we wish to develop our junior members, 

then we should encourage them to enter competitions and both Croquet Victoria and Croquet Australia have sponsor-
ship policies which can go towards defraying expenses associated with entering competitions.  In the case of this 

years U21 Championships, the members of Sandy Bay CC had offered to billet interstate players and their parents, so 

accommodation was not a problem. 
 

In the forthcoming year, we have several challenges ahead of us, two of which are detailed below. 
 

One affects clubs ï the adoption of a Child Safe Policy that conforms with Victorian legislation.  The legislation was 

aimed at those sports that specifically provided activities for children, but unfortunately all sports have been caught 

up in this.  Our Secretary, Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt, will be in further communication with clubs regarding this. 
 

Another affects Croquet Victoria as a State Sporting Authority.  The Victorian Government has decreed that SSAs 

must, in the future, have boards (for Croquet Victoria read Council) which have a minimum of 40% female member-

ship.  Those SSAs that do not have processes in place to achieve this by 1st July 2019 will not be eligible for funding 
from Sport & Recreation Victoria (which is Croquet Victoriaôs biggest single source of grant funding) or from  

VicHealth.   
 

Given that the Council consists of: 
¶ eight elected members (who form the Committee of Management), elected by delegates of the thirteen Regions; 

together with  

¶ thirteen appointed Regional Directors, each appointed by a Regional Association; 

developing a process which complies with the terms of our Constitution and By-Laws without also stepping on              
the rights of Regional Associations will be delicate, to say the least. 
 

Currently, Council complies with this requirement, having a 50/50 gender split, and has only been under the 40% 

female directorship target in two successive years since 2006.  The challenge is to ensure that this continues.  To this 
end, we will be encouraging women to stand for election to CoM or appointment by their Regional Associations as 

the Regional Director. 

 

Jim Clement 
 

President  

 

Coaching at Shepparton 
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Management Report  

Meeting Minutes:  
The VCA 11 December 2017 Council Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA website at: 

http://croquetvic.asn.au/minutes.php 

 

Club Child Safe Policy: We will be contacting clubs over the coming months to ascertain if you have adopted a 
Club Child Safe Policy. Organisations that provide services or facilities for children must implement Child Safe 

Standards to protect them from abuse. 

 
Club Contact Details: We currently have ninety-one clubs affiliated with the Victorian Croquet Association. We 

appreciate it when clubs use a generic email address, such as @gmail.com, as their contact address and hand over the 

password to that email address to the new person who takes on an executive role. The use of personal email address-
es means that contact details for your club must be changed every time there is a change in personnel or the club  

secretary/contact goes on holidays. This also applies to the contact email addresses for our Regional Secretaries and 

Regional Directors. Please consider establishing and using a generic email address. 

 
Premier's Active April 2018: The list of clubs participating in Victorian Premier's Active April has been submitted. 

We will keep clubs informed as this campaign progresses. 

 
Photo Release Forms: We will be reviewing two versions of photo release forms at our January Meeting. If ap-

proved they should be available for download from our website after that. 

 
VCA Annual General Meeting Timetable: The schedule of crucial dates leading up to the 2018 Annual General 

Meeting along with a nomination form for Committee of Management positions that are up for election and a nomi-

nation form for Appointed Officials and Sub-Committees is now available from our website on the Croquet Links 

and Resources page: 

http://croquetvic.asn.au/links.php 

 

Regional Report to Council:  February 2018: Wimmera 
 

 

 

 
 

Secretary VCA 

 

Growing Croquet in Victoria 
 

Would your club like to grow? Are you interested in ideas from other clubs? 
 

The VCA is developing a resource kit called "Growing Croquet" which you may find useful. It is based on  

experiences at clubs around Victoria and beyond. Below is a summary of the material. 
 

The first section provides information for groups who are trying to start a new club. This includes several separate 

documents. 
 

The sections that follow are for existing clubs. You can download the individual sections (click the heading) 
or download everything as a single pdf. 
 

Go to Croquetvic homepage http://croquetvic.asn.au  and click on Resources- Growing Your Club. 

 

If you have questions or suggestions to add please get in touch by emailing marketing@croquetvic.asn.au. 

 

http://croquetvic.asn.au/minutes.php
http://croquetvic.asn.au/links.php
http://croquetvic.asn.au/growing/VCAresource13Mar2017.pdf
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Four Musketeers Battle it out Again 
 

After the Christmas cheer faded a committed group of 12 pairs of doubles contested the Victorian Open Doubles at 
Cairnlea. 
 

The event was played in two blocks, with the leading pair in each block qualifying for the best of three games final. 
 

The two blocks saw some very entertaining games with 11 triple peels and a sextuple peel (Robert Fletcher 

(Lismore). 
 

In Block A Robert and Malcolm Fletcher won each of their five games. Kevin Beard (Yarrawonga) and Jim Nicholls 
(Wagga) lost only the one game - to Robert and Malcolm. 
 

In Block B Greg Fletcher and Edward Wilson (Hyde Park / Millswood) won all their five games. Runners up in this 

block were Callum Hyland and Fleur Brockway (Sandy Bay / East Fremantle). We welcomed Ian and Margaret  

Kelson (Warrnambool) to their first Vic Open Doubles event. Another new face was Roger Richmond (Queenscliff) 
who partnered Eric OôDonnell (Terang). 
 

The rankings within the blocks generated a series of play offs for final position, with each pair playing their opposite 

number in the other block. 
 

A most enjoyable two days was capped off by a most entertaining final between Robert and Malcolm and Greg and 

Edward. The first game went to Greg and Edward 26TP (EW) - 0. In the second game Edward was heading towards 
a clean sweep when he was hampered after running rover and missed Robertôs peg ball. Robert hit the shot and took 

off to the peg to level the match 26 - 24. 
 

The third game ebbed and flowed until Edward hit a superb lift shot 

and completed the triple peel to seal the match with a 26 TP - 9 win. 
 

Third placed were Kevin and Jim, winning their playoff against  

Callum and Fleur 26 - 19. 
 

All results are on Croquetscores. 
 

We now look forward to the start of the singles title tomorrow. We 

will keep you updated each night with progress. The singles is to be 
played in two blocks of 9 players in each. The top four players in 

each block will qualify for the final knockout. 
 

 
     Doubles Winners left to right:  

    Greg Fletcher and Edward Wilson 

 

Vic AC Singles - Day One 
 

A great start to the Victorian Open Singles Championships. Seven Victorians are competing along with eleven of the 

best players from the other states - WA, SA, Queensland, NSW and Tasmania.  
 

The first four rounds of the two blocks were played today. We were treated to four sextuple peels, two each by  

Malcolm and Robert Fletcher (Lismore). In addition to these there were 16 triple peels. 
 

We also had a couple of unexpected results, with Fleur Brockway (East Fremantle) getting the better of Edward  

Wilson (Hyde Park) and Kathleen Colclough (Headland Buderim) playing a superb game to beat Dwayne  
McCormick (Norwood). 
 

At this point only six players have won all their games: Robert and Malcolm in Block A, and Greg Fletcher (Hyde 

Park), Simon Hockey (Jamestown), Kevin Beard (Yarrawonga) and Callum Hyland (Sandy Bay) in Block B. 

All makes for an interesting 4 rounds tomorrow to complete the round robin. The top four players from each block 
will then progress to the knockout stage on Sunday and Monday. All games in this part of the event will be best of 

three. 
 

Onlookers are welcome to come and watch at any time. Play starts at 8 am - finishing time depends when the sched-

uled games are completed.  
 

As games finish, the results are published on croquetscores.com 

https://croquetscores.com/2017/ac/victoria-victorian-open-singles-and-doubles
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Vic AC Singles Day Two - great croquet, surprise results 
 

The Victorian Open Singles Championships continued at VCC today. 

We were able to complete most of the games in the Round Robin and decide the finalists. 

  
Block A 
 

Malcolm Fletcher is in red hot form - he won all his eight games with four sextuple peels and three triple peels. His 

game against Dwayne McCormick was an example of playing at your best under extreme pressure. Coming from 

well behind at the start of his innings he completed the match with a near flawless sextuple peel - his fourth in two 
days. His last match was against brother Robert and he was able to maintain his unbeaten record with a 26 TP / 0 

win.  
 

Robert had earlier lost to Edward Wilson, so Malcolm headed this block from Robert with Dwayne McCormick in 

third place and Edward Wilson in fourth placing. Fleur Brockway won an equal number of games with Dwayne and 
Edward, and was unlucky to miss a finals place on net hoops. 
 

Block B 
 

This block was more clear cut with Simon Hockey winning all his eight games ahead of Kevin Beard, Greg Fletcher 

and Callum Hyland who each won six games. A highlight of this block was Greg Hill completing his first competi-

tive triple peel. Well done Greg. 
 

Finals and Plate 
 

The finals will be a knock-out format. The top eight players will tomorrow move to the quarter-finals and semi-
finals stage to determine our two finalists on Monday. The quarter and semi-finals will be best of three with the  

final to be played as a best of five. 
 

Some great clashes are coming up in the quarter finals with top qualifier Malcolm Fletcher playing Callum Hyland, 

Kevin Beard against Dwayne McCormick, Robert playing Greg Fletcher, and Simon Hockey being challenged by 
fellow Crow-eater Edward Wilson. Full details are available on croquetscores.com 
 

The plate will also start tomorrow. A full day of great croquet is expected. 
 

Plenty of room at VCC for spectators to enjoy. Come along. 
 

Vic AC Singles Day Three - Moving Day 
 

Today was moving day - from the round robin to the knockout stage, the Y competition, and the start of the Plate 

event. 
 

The four quarter finals were best of three, but they were all decided after two games. 
 

Malcolm Fletcher beat Callum Hyland, Kevin Beard won over Dwayne McCormick, Robert Fletcher beat his  
brother Greg and Simon Hockey beat Edward Wilson. 
 

These results set up intriguing semi-finals, with Robert playing Simon and Malcom matched against Kevin. Again 

the semi-finals were won in two games straight, with Malcolm beating Kevin and Robert winning against Simon. 

The games were a lot more exciting than the scores might suggest. Some great croquet! The winners were able to 
take their chances and finish when presented with opportunities. 
 

The final between Robert and Malcolm is a best of five match, starting at 8 am tomorrow, New Yearôs Day. 
 

Tomorrow's play also includes games in the Plate and the best of three final in the Y, between Dwayne McCormick 

and Edward Wilson. 
 

Spectators welcome! 
 

All results are on Croquetscores. 
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 

Malcolm Fletcher  Block A (Left)  and Simon Hockey Block B (Right) 

Both won all eight of their games to lead their blocks. 

https://croquetscores.com/2017/ac/victoria-victorian-open-singles-and-doubles
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/playerprofile.php?playerclicked=7760
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Vic AC Singles Day Four - Fletcher vs Fletcher 
 

The play in the final between Robert and Malcolm Fletcher highlighted the demands on players at this level. A criti-

cal miss can easily see a game slip away from a player. 
 

The final was played as a best of 5. 
 

Robert took the first game with Malcolm hitting back hard in the second. The small band of spectators were thrilled 
to see such long and accurate hitting. The ball placement of both players was superb. The result really got down to 

which brother could hit more long lift shots. 
 

And in the end it was Robert who prevailed with a 3-1 win over Malcolm. It was the eighth occasion Robert has won 

the title. Equal third were Simon Hockey and Kevin Beard. The winner of the Y event (effectively 5th placing) was 
Edward Wilson defeating fellow South Australian Dwayne McCormick with two triple peels. Greg Fletcher finished 

in 7th place, beating Callum Hyland. 
 

The Plate was well supported by the players who did not qualify for the final eight. The winner was Fleur Brockway 

(East Fremantle) who won all her four games. 
 

Full results are on Croquetscores. 
 

A great six days of excellent croquet. In the singles alone there were forty-nine triple peels and eight sextuples. Well 

done to all the contestants. 
 

The support of so many, many people should be noted. 

Kevin Beard, Chris Grant, Callum Hyland, and Greg 
Fletcher were most helpful in setting the hoops and stayed 

back on Friday night to help re-set the lawns after they 

had been mown. 
 

Brian Foley and Mike Cohn gave great support to the 
players as referees. Both are there each day well before 

the start of play to check the hoops and courts and both 

are among the last to leave each night after ensuring eve-
rything is in order. Their commitment is much appreciat-

ed by all the players and officials. Ian McKee, Gwen 

Hamilton, Eric OôDonnell, John van der Touw, Marie 
Calthorpe and Kate Patrick also gave valuable assistance 

during the event. 
 

It was a most enjoyable event with terrific camaraderie 

among the players and officials. And long may that con-
tinue. 
 

Congratulations Robert. You are indeed a true champion 

in our sport. 
 

John Grieve 
Tournament 

Manager 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Typical Robert  

peg out pose. 


