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Golf Croquet President 8’s
Cairnlea hosted the prestigious event at the weekend 3th-5th February. The top
24 ranked players (who were available) made up the first three 8s and the next
ranked 8 women made up the Women’s Eight.
Play was held over three days with a best of three round robin format adopted.
The first day was the biggest challenge for the players - they had to complete 3
matches (a potential of 9 games) in heat and very tiring conditions. The day
started at 8am and some of the matches were completed close to 7pm. A long
day for all concerned. The Saturday and Sunday were easier as there were two
matches to play on both days.

Patron: The Honourable
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The First Eight was won by Chris McWhirter from Western Australia. Chris won
6 of his 7 matches. He was beaten in the first round in two games by Terry
Hopkins (Essendon) who was the eventual runner-up. Terry was beaten by Kevin
Beard and Geoff Jamieson. There were some almighty battles in many of these
matches. It was wonderful croquet and for those spectators a taste of what is to
come with the world’s best players descending on Cairnlea later this month!!
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The Second Eight was clearly won by Gail Hopkins. Gail has consolidated her
place as one of the leading women GC players in Australia and indeed among
the top flight of men and women. Gail was beaten only by Gordon Giles from
Queensland. Runner up in the event was Ron McBride from South Australia.
Co-incidentally this Eight was won last year by Terry Hopkins. Talk about
keeping it in the family!!!
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The Third Eight produced the only clean sweep of matches. Lester Hughes won
all his matches and in the process lost only three games. Runner-up was David
Wise (SA) who lost only to Lester in straight games. A very comprehensive win by Lester.

It takes a lot of organisation and people to prepare for these events and to keep them rolling along. Lorraine Gutcher
was Tournament Manager and it was her first time in charge of a major ACA event. Her quiet demeanour and good
planning ensured everything ran smoothly. In a tournament of firsts Judy Stewart was acting as tournament Referee
for her first major event. Her team of referees worked hard during the three days and ensured a smooth flow of
play. Players expressed their thanks and support to both Lorraine and Judy. I would thank Kevin Beard for his
great support on the day before the event in assisting setting up the courts and hoop setting. A great trial for us with
the Worlds to come.
The support we get to put on these events does make it easier and the event was a great success. We pause a little
now and gear up in a few weeks for the challenge of hosting the best of the best. Book your seats for a great
ride. And remember some of the early rounds will be played at a club near you - Williamstown, Essendon, Belmont
and Ballarat Alexandra.
John Grieve
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President’s Report
As I write this it is registration day for the WCG U21 GC World Championship, and by the time you read it the U21
will be over and the WCF GC (Open) World Championship will be in its final phases. I hope that you have taken
the opportunity to visit one of the venues and watch some of the world’s elite players.
You may be aware that Croquet Victoria engaged the services of a PR company for three months, to publicise croquet in general by “piggybacking” on the World events. This has resulted in articles in capital city, suburban and
regional newspapers as well as on radio, mainly ABC, both national and regional. We have also been involved at
Government House, Melbourne Uni and various schools. Although this may not reflect immediately in club membership numbers, it is raising awareness of our sport.
Council recently approved a “Service Award” for those who have provided outstanding service to Croquet Victoria
or to croquet generally within the area governed by Croquet Victoria. A Council-endorsed addition to the By Laws
will be presented for adoption by the delegates at the AGM. The award consists of a badge for wear on blazers, etc.,
and recipients names will be recorded on a board at VCC. In the meantime, I am pleased to advise that I had the
honour of presenting the first Service Award to Stephen Forster of Belmont CC for his services to Croquet Victoria
over the years as a coach in general, and as the coach and many times captain of the our Eire Cup team. The presentation was in front of his fellow members of the team and of the Vic A team on the occasion of the team’s final practice before the Eire Cup in Hobart in March.
With the AGM approaching in June, I ask all of you to consider if you can contribute to Croquet Victoria, as a member of CoM or Council, as a Council appointee or as a member of a Council sub-committee or panel. Position
Descriptions or Terms of Reference for these are on the VCA website.

Jim Clement
President

President’s 8’s

L to R: Ron McBride, Shirlene McBride, David Wise, Gail Hopkins, Terry Hopkins (behind Gail),
Patricia Watts, Lester Hughes and Chris McWhirter.
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Management Report
The Minutes of the VCA Meetings held since the last Management Report can be found as per below:
The VCA Committee of Management Meeting Minutes 17 January 2017 can be found on the VCA website at
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170117CoM.pdf
The VCA Council Meeting Minutes 13 February 2017 can be found on the VCA website at: http://
www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170213Council.pdf
VCA History 1980-2014:
We are currently combining 'A History of Croquet in Victoria 1866 - 1980' written by Joyce Ridley with the recently compiled' VCA History 1980 - 2014'. This will allow the reprinting of the earlier history (which is currently
out-of-print). This is progressing well and clubs will be able to purchase a hardcopy or download from the website
over the next two months.
Victorian Senior's Festival Liaison Officer: In J anuar y our clubs wer e r equested to canvas their member ship to find someone to fill this role, recently vacated by Graeme Gallus.
The role requires:
 contacting clubs encouraging them to participate in the Victorian Senior Festival program
 collecting data after the event about the creative ways clubs ran their 'Come & Try' days
 hopefully collecting a few photos from clubs for posting to Facebook and insertion into the report to the Department of Ageing
 keeping our Administrator, Sandra, informed as to the number of clubs participating
 writing a yearly report for inclusion in VCA Annual Report, and forwarding this report to the Department of
Ageing
If you or a member of your club is interested in taking on this role, please contact me. It is a wonderful way to engage with our clubs.
Victorian Child Safety Policy: Our effor ts to meet the standar ds of this policy have been boosted by the willingness of two clubs to implement this policy in a practical trial mode.
Equipment Lending Policy: Two emer ging clubs have alr eady benefitted fr om this policy. VCA has lent
hoops, balls and centre pegs. We have the possibility of a further two clubs being established in the near future and
whilst VCA is in a position to provide sets of hoops, our stock of used croquet balls is depleted. Some of our clubs
remember that they were generously gifted court equipment and balls to establish themselves and have offered to
lend or gift balls to emerging clubs directly or via the VCA Equipment Program.
Trifold Brochure: Regional Dir ector s r eceived samples of the r edesigned br ochur e. Your club can r equest a
stock of these by contacting our Administrator, Sandra, who will forward them to you.
Australia Day at Government House: Thank you to those clubs who assisted with the pr ovision of on-court
equipment and tables, chairs and a marquee. It must have been a great success judging by the comments left by
over one hundred visitors.

Junior Member Affiliation Fee: As per the Febr uar y Council Meeting VCA has adopted an J unior Member
(under 18 years old) affiliation fee of $20.00.
2017 Croquet Victoria AGM: Impor tant dates in the lead up to the 2017 AGM can be accessed at:
http://croquetvic.asn.au/documents/2017-VCA-AGM-Timetable.pdf

Secretary VCA
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VCA Silver and Bronze Medal
A great tournament at Cairnlea!
The VCA Silver and Bronze Medals were contested at Cairnlea on 14th -15th January. Eight players were invited
by the VCA Selection Committee to participate in each event.
The Silver Medal is limited to players approaching State Team level. Previous winners and State Team players are
ineligible. The Bronze Medal is for up-and-coming players just below this level.
The Silver Medal
The event started with a nail biter between two of the favourites, Terry Hopkins (Essendon) and Bill Hadden
(Brunswick). Both started nervously, but both then made very good breaks and the scores were level when the turn
after the bell was complete. Bill went on to score the golden hoop. Bill continued to play great croquet throughout
the weekend and won all his games to be the clear winner.
It was a close fought affair for second place with Terry Hopkins edging out David Johnston (Ballarat Alexandra) in
the last game. Both players finished on 5 wins and Terry was ahead by 18 hoops.
Other players to do well were Greg Hill (Brunswick) and Bill Humphreys (Golden Square) on 3 wins each. It is
good to see young Greg playing tournaments again after a break away from croquet of a few years
The Bronze Medal
Anthony Dask (Elsternwick) played some excellent croquet for the whole tournament and comprehensively won the
Bronze Medal with 7 wins from 7 games and net 102 hoops. Well done Anthony.
Anthony plays both AC and GC. He is representing
Australia in the Under-21 World Championship for Golf
Croquet being held at Cairnlea 18th -22th February.
Kevin Maloney (Bright) also played very well in the
Bronze Medal to be placed second with 4 wins.
The field then bunched up with five players on 3 wins
(Patricia Watts (Kew), Roger Lee (Brighton), Margaret
Fraser (Traralgon), Kevin Bluff (Belmont) and Chris
Eiffert (Golden Square).

Detailed results of the Silver Medal are on
croquetscores.com.
Details of this event and the Open World Championship
at 2017 Golf Croquet World Championships website.
Kevin Beard

Left; Bill Hadden
lining up 2-back
in one of his games

Right; Greg Hill
watching a
successful roquet
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A Long Australia Day Weekend of Golf Croquet
Australia Day was celebrated over four days at Cairnlea!! The (now) traditional Australia Day Tournament started the weekend off on a high note. A total of 41 players took part. Players from as far apart as Deniliquin to Sale
and down to Geelong all enjoyed a great day of competitive Golf Croquet. The event was divided into three sections
with 2 blocks in each section. The top section had semi finals followed by a final. The other 2 sections had a final
between the leaders of each block.
In Section 1 Ian Petersen beat John James in one semi-final with Darren McLoughlin beating Trish Watts in the
other. Ian defeated Darren in a hard fought final (7-5). Section 2 the block winners were Chris Eiffert and Robert
Bennie. Robert won the final to claim his first tournament win at Cairnlea!! Section 3 blocks were headed by Claire
Keating and Ruth Duffy. Claire won the final at the 13th hoop.
Congratulations to all players - a busy day in fine conditions. The play ended around 7pm after starting at 8am. A
long day indeed.
Many of the players from the day before fronted up on Friday to start the Victorian GC Open Doubles. There were
2 blocks of 8 pairs in each. Another long day with many close, long and exciting games. Due to the lateness of the
completion of the block play it was decided to play a final only between the leaders of each block. Kevin Beard and
Darren McLoughlin headed Block A and Ian Petersen and Michael McKenzie were the front runners in Block B.
Kevin and Darren showed their class in the final with a decisive victory 7-2. Congratulations to all four players for
their success. It was a very long day and stamina and patience were among the skills needed to succeed!!!
Not done yet!!! Again many of the players from Thursday and Friday were entrants in the singles. Twenty-six
players were graded into four blocks for the round robin section of the Singles Championships. The top two players
from each block were to progress to the final knockout phase. The round robin part of the event was completed on
Saturday. It was decided to play Best of Three for each round of the finals. The players eliminated were invited to
play in the plate and a total of 16 players (including two players who were not in the original event) took part. A
super result. The quarter finals were won by John van der Touw, Chas Quinn, Kevin Beard and Judy Wembridge
beating Terry Hopkins, Jim Saunders, Darren McLoughlin and Lester Hughes respectively. Chas beat John in the
third game of their semi-final while Kevin won against Judy in two games.
The scene was set for a great final on Court 1 between Kevin and Chas. Great mates who have met many times
and played lots of practice games against each other at Brunswick and Essendon over the years. Kevin maintained
his good form and after a long battle with some great clearing shots and very good tactical play Kevin won in two
games 7-3, 7-5.
The plate event is often a bit of an anti-climax at tournaments. This was to prove an exception to that suggestion. Played with great spirit and gusto players were keen to go the distance and play as many games as they
could. This attitude bodes well for the game of Golf Croquet in Victoria. After 4 rounds in the Swiss System used
Eric Miller and Trish Watts were undefeated. and out to battle they went - with Trish proving the steadier player
winning 7-5 in the final.
A wonderful weekend in remarkably good spirits and great weather. Lorraine Gutcher did a fantastic job as Tournament Manager. He infectious sense of fun always makes these events a pleasure to play in. We are very fortunate to
have Lorraine looking after the interest of golf Croquet and the players.
The very large group of referees were kept busy with many games requiring decisions and ball marking!! A thankless task in many ways but a rewarding one for those involved. All winners commented on the referees in their
speeches - and well they might as they do play a very important role in our sport.
Lock this weekend into your calendar for next year......with Australia Day on Friday in 2018 we will indeed have a
VERY long weekend of Golf Croquet planned for you all!!
John Grieve
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Cairnlea Classic
It was decided to run an event to support the Vic/Vic A Practice Match for the State Team’s preparation for the Eire
Cup. The event has not been held before and as an inaugural tournament it was a success. We had 13 entries divided into two sections.
Section 1 was played as a round robin with 6 players. It was then agreed to play a further round within the same format to ensure players got as much croquet as possible. This resulted in a close finish. At the end of the round robin
Bill Blowes from Wagga had “won” the event from Bob Roycroft. in the extra game Bob beat Bill. Net hoops Bob
wins…..on their personal games Bill wins by one hoop!! Great result - we declared Joint Winners. A real battle of
two very solid players. All played in excellent spirit and each player in the event had some excellent moments.
Section 2 was a round robin with 7 players. At the end of day one three players - Mignon Johnston, Barbara Castles
and Wilma Freeman each had 3 wins. Mignon continued her winning way on Sunday and went on to remain undefeated in her 6 games. Barbara Castles - playing in her first event at Cairnlea - lost only to Mignon and was a clear
runner up.
The idea for the event was to support the state team and be there at
the presentation of the team. Many thanks to the team for staying
around at the end and being a part of the presentation for the
Cairnlea Classic. As Stephen Forster commented the State Team
represents all players in Victoria. It was terrific to be a part of the
weekend and we look forward to the event becoming a feature of
the calendar in future years.

L to R; Bill Blowes Wagga), Mignon Johnston
(Ballarat Alexandra) and Bob Roycroft (Easter Park)

.

Country Week at Swan Hill
The relief was palpable!! Returning to Melbourne and getting the cool change on Thursday was welcome relief after
a couple of days of hot weather in Swan Hill. We had originally planned to play for three days but shortened it to
two - how luck we were - the weather on Thursday was 43C!!!
The weather aside Country Week this year was fun. Fifteen dedicated Association Croquet players travelled from
near (Swan Hill!!) and far (Wagga) to play a few games with friends. And what a terrific event it was for all concerned. The drive up in rain and the sight of flooded courts on Monday afternoon; the perfect courts
by Tuesday morning and the wonderful whispering poplars adding to the magic of the scene. The Swan Hill Croquet Club is part of the Swan Hill Tennis Club and the courts are great to play on.

We were divided into two sections - Section 1 with 8 players and Section 2 with 7. We were doubtful we would be
able to complete a full round robin but persistence, long days and a very early start on Wednesday saw all games
played. No referees, no arguments and a lot of very good croquet were the highlights of the event., And the lunches
and afternoon teas!! Enough said about quality and quantity. We were well fed and watered.
Both Sections went right to the last round. In Section 1 both Bob Roycroft and David Johnston went into the last
round with one loss each and Bob ahead by many, many nett hoops. David won his game convincingly and Bob
battled hard all day with Brian Reither in their game. Brian won by a small margin in a game that had many twists
and turns. Hence David won the event with one loss and Bob was runner up with 5 wins - one less than David.
Section 2 was equally close with many results not going as one might have expected. Louise Vale won the event
from Chris Eiffert on nett hoop difference. Both ladies played some very good croquet and are to be congratulated
on their performances.
We expect to be back at Swan Hill next year - but a couple of weeks later than this year due to Country Week tennis
clashing. Keep an eye out for the date as it is a great few days of competitive croquet and good social fun. Not to be
missed.
Our thanks to Lois Munro and the team at Swan Hill. We are so well looked after and their enthusiasm is a delight.
John Grieve
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Victorian Open Singles 2016-2017

A great event won by a great player!! The entry of 26 players from across the country (and the UK) provided some fantastic croquet. Among the players were three former winners - Trevor Bassett, Simon Hockey and Robert Fletcher; four
of the 6 members of Australia's MacRobertson team - Robert, Greg, Malcolm Fletcher and Simon Hockey as well as the
two reserves in Dwayne McCormick and Trevor Bassett; and the top two players in Australia - Robert and Malcolm.
Some field. The end result reflected the rankings to a pretty high degree. The four semi-finalists are all members of the
Australian MacRobertson team!!!
Robert beat Greg in straight games and Simon beat Malcolm in their third game to advance to the final. Some high class
shooting from Robert ensured he went on to win his 7th Victorian title.
Some statistics to interest those of us who can only marvel at the skills of these top players!! - Robert played 15 games 1 SXP, 13 TPs and didn't lose a game. Simon Hockey 6 TPs; Greg Fletcher had 10 TPs in a row and won all his games up
to the semi-final against Robert and Malcolm completed 1 STP and 6 TPs. And that is not to forget Dwayne McCormick's 4TPs and 1 QP. In the finals rounds a total of 34 games were played and 26TPs (or better) were recorded . Enough
to make an average player quake in their boots!!! But that is what it takes to play at this level and those who were in
attendance were treated to some great entertainment.
We had a number of winners along the way. The plate event was, for many of the players, a chance to get a hit among
others at their level. The spirit of the platers is to be commended. After failing to qualify for the final 16 they backed up
and played a further 7 rounds and were still playing right up to the time the final got under way. I applaud you all - I
thought it was fantastic that you stuck around and then kept playing all the games thrown at you right to the
end. Congratulations to Stephen Pearce (Canberra) who found good form in the Plate and won all of his 7 games. Mike
Bertram (Caloundra) and Kerri-Ann Organ (Belmont) were nipping at his heels with 5 wins each. Great to see Anthony
Dask and Greg Hill competing in the championships and
persevering through the plate as well.
Other winners were Nick Chapman (Canberra), Dwayne
McCormick (Norwood SA) and Alan Honey (Canberra).
The efforts of the players to assist in the management and setup was very much appreciated. I wish to thank Callum Hyland
from Tasmania for helping with the hoop setting on Tuesday
before the event started. To the group of players who stayed
behind on Friday night to help with the re-setting of the lawns
after they were mown - much appreciated. To Trevor Basset
and Callum for the advice and support with the running of the
event. To Brian Foley (TR) and his assistants in Mike Cohn,
Marie Calthorpe, Thelma Arnup, Sue Bertram, Kate Patrick and
Gwen Hamilton as referees. It is a necessary part of the games
and their concentration and decision making is much a part of
running an event.
well

The lawns are coming along well, the weather treated us all
and the camaraderie and friendship make it a pleasure to be
involved.
Congratulations to Robert - you are a most worthy champion
and your dedication and approach to the game is much admired.
John Grieve
Tournament
Manager

L to R;
Robert Fletcher
and Simon Hockey
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The new Victorian Open AC Doubles Champions
After an enthralling two days of fantastic competition Robert and Malcolm played Claire Basset (NSW) and Dwayne
McCormick (SA) in a best of three final. The two days of competition saw rain, heat, wind and humidity - and the
player as all coped very well. There were 11 pairs with players from the UK, Queensland, NSW, Tasmania, South
Australia and of course Victoria.
The first final was won by Robert and Malcolm with Claire hitting back hard in the second game. Dwayne and
Claire played superbly in this game to lead the fight back and the last game promised to be a cliffhanger. In the
third (and final) game Malcolm got going first and went round to 4 back. Dwayne got in and pegged Malcolm's ball
out, leaving Robert to take his contact leave and roll across the lawn to the first hoop. His final position was not in a
hoop running position so he set up leaving himself wired to Claire's ball. Claire went to the 4th corner and Robert
ran the hoop, picked up the black ball in corner 2 and proceeded from there to win the game.
The spectators were treated to some great shots, good tactical play and a very exciting finish to a terrific two days.
My thanks to Brian Foley and Mike Cohn who along with Thelma Arnup, Marie Calthorpe and Kate Patrick worked
hard as referees and hoop setters throughout My thanks to the players, especially Trevor Bassett and Callum Hyland,
for their support and suggestions. A lot was learnt over the event.
And now for the singles starting tomorrow!!
John Grieve Tour nament Manager

L to R;

Runners Up: Dwayne McCormick and Claire Bassett
and Winners Malcolm and Robert Fletcher

Perfect Weather for Gippsland GC Pennant Finals
Beautiful summer weather set the scene for the final of Gippsland Golf Croquet Pennant which was held at the Morwell Croquet Club on Thursday 1 December.
With clubs in Gippsland spread out over such a vast area, pennant competition is divided into east and west with the
winners of each section playing off for bragging rights. Traralgon won the east section and Wonthaggi 2 were the
winners in the west.
Right from the start it looked like being a close day of competition. Some excellent croquet was played. At the end
of the singles both clubs were on 4 wins with Wonthaggi 2 ahead by only 7 hoops, and both teams were neck and
neck all day. Final results depended on the last two games on court.
Congratulations to the Traralgon team (Doreen Dorman, Michael North, Max Cumming, and Clarke Mayze) for
becoming this year's Golf Croquet Pennant winners, after defeating Wonthaggi 2 (Fred Heesh, Barbara Heesh, Paul
Andrews and Russell Kelly) 8 games 86 hoops to 6 games 79
hoops.

Thanks to Robert Smallwood for refereeing, Sue
Cartwright for scoring, Morwell for the use of their club and
the small band of players who came to support the teams.
Sue Elliott Mor well CC
L to R; Winners from Traralgon - Clarke Mayze,
Michael North, Max Cumming and Doreen Dorman
with Wonthaggi 2 runners-up Fred and Barbara Heesh,
Paul Andrews and Russell Kelly
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Vale - Audrey Prider
Audrey Prider recently passed away 5
months before her 100th birthday. She
was President at Warrnambool from
1974-1984
Audrey was also VCA representative
from SWCA. She attended with Merle
Rhook from Koroit from the late 80's to
1990 and with Harry Verhoeven from
Terang from 1991-1995
Barb McKean
SWCA rep at VCA
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Warrnambool Open Tournament Results
th

Held 16 to18th January 2017
Event 1
Winner:
Runner-up:

Roger Bird
Mary Bishop

Quarry Hill
Moonta, SA

Event 2
Winner:
Runner-up:

George Lewis
Malcolm Algie

Ballarat Alexandra
Moonta, SA

Event 3
Winner:
Runner-up:

Carol Mulraney
Russell Worland

Naracoorte, SA
Warrnambool

Event 4
Winner:
Runner-up

Rhonda McInerney
Judy Stewart

Koroit
Warrnambool

Margaret Kelson

Murray Valley Pennant Results

auscroquetco@gmail.com

The Murray Valley Croquet Association pennant results
for the 2016 season. 3 clubs, Swan Hill - Boort - Charlton, compete in both association and golf croquet codes.
Association Winners - Boort White
Golf Croquet Winners - Swan Hill
Sheila Wilkinson Swan Hill CC

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls
1ST/2nd/3rd Sets

Association Clips
1st/2nd/3rd Sets
Now Available
Mallets
Corner Flags (set of 4)
-

Plain

- Embroidered with club name
(photos available on request)
Coming Soon:

Golf Clips
Centre Pegs

Swan Hill GC players who played during the season.
L to R; Laine McAlpine, Julie Barber, Heather Dunstone,
Sheila Wilkinson, Marg Maddy and Ron Whykes.

The Boort team was unable to attend the presentation day
“so no photo”
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2017 Golf Championships Update
VCA appointed a Working Group (WG) to plan and coordinate the hosting of the two World Championships to be
held in Victoria in February/March 2017. The group comprises
·
Mike Cohn, chair and House Manager;
·
Brian Reither, Tournament Manager;
·
Jim Clement, WG Secretary and Tournament Referee;
·
Jim Saunders, Grounds manager/liaison;
·
Val Saunders, Player Hospitality, Accommodation & Merchandise;
·
Brian Rowe, Finance;
·
Gareth Bushill, Website and IT
·
Peter Landrebe, WCF- appointed Event Lead;
·
Tony Hall, ACA - appointed Tournament Director; and
·
Graeme Thomas, ACA Board Liaison.
Planning is now well advanced and play is to be:
·
18th – 22nd Feb 2017: 4th WCF U21 GC World Championship, to be played at Victorian Croquet Centre, with
round robin block play on 18th& 19th, and knockout rounds on 20th& 21st, and final on 22nd Feb. First and second
progress to World Championship, unless they already have a place in that event, in which case the next eligible U21
contestants advance.
Croquet for Cancer
·
20th – 22nd Feb 2017: Qualifying Event for those not
selected for the World Championship, to be played at VCC.
Melbourne Cup Day is always a significant date on the
Top two advance to the World Championship, 3rd& 4th playcroquet calendar in Gippsland. For many years now,
off against 3rd& 4th in U21 WC on 23rd Feb for last two
Morwell CC have played host to a day of fun, food,
places in the World Championship.
friendship , fundraising & some not so serious croquet
·
22nd and 23rd Feb 2017: Ramsis Cup, a team event
with the proceeds from the day being donated to the
between Egypt and the Rest of the World and will be played Gippsland Cancer Care Centre at Latrobe Regional
for the third time. It will be played under lights at VCC,
Hospital, Traralgon.
commencing at 5 pm each day.
Thanks to all the amazing croquet players who sup·
25th Feb to 5th Mar 2017; 12th WCF GC World
ported our 2016 effort, president Lorraine Gutcher &
Championship contested by 80 of the world’s top players
Evan Higgins were recently able to hand over a cheque
from, at present, 15 nations. This will be round robin block
for $515 to Chemotherapy Clinical Nurse Specialist,
play from 25th Feb to 1st Mar at VCC, Essendon, Williamstown, Belmont (Geelong) and Alexandra (Ballarat), followed Danielle Roscoe.
by knockout rounds at VCC from 2nd – 5th Mar and consola- Lorraine also donated some beautiful crocheted rugs
tion events at Belmont, Alexandra and Essendon on 2nd Mar she had made & over 20 hand knitted scarves were
and at Belmont & Alexandra on 3rd March 2017
donated by Sue Elliott.
Spectators are most welcome at any time, but to assist with
We look forward to this years Cup Day & hope to see
catering, we will be requesting groups advise their intention
you all there.
to attend, venue and numbers nearer to the time, mainly for
catering purposes, but also to advise the best times to attend. Sue Elliott Mor well CC
The event website is at
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/2017-gcworlds/
Secretary to the Working Group
2nd December 2017

Click here to visit our website:
http://croquetvic.asn.au/

Lorraine Gutcher, Danielle Roscoe and Evan Higgins
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Report of Disciplinary Tribunal Hearing – 12th December, 2016
Tribunal members: Dot Dickson, Ken Bald, Roy Palmer – Chairman.
The Tribunal was appointed by Committee of Management at its meeting of 15 th November 2016, and was constituted by
email from the President on 23rd November 2016. The task of the Tribunal was to consider allegations that a member,
while representing Victoria at the GC Interstate Shield in Perth, had disagreed with a decision of a referee in the course of
a game using inappropriate language and further that, off the court and not playing, had loudly questioned their competence using inappropriate language in their hearing and that of others. The assertion was that this behaviour reflected on
the Victorian team and that the member had acted in a manner unbecoming to a member of VCA.
The complainant also raised the matter of an exchange of insults between the player and an opponent in one of their matches, but this was settled between the two players and the Tribunal decided to ignore this complaint.
To assist in its consideration of these charges the Tribunal heard submissions from the complainant and the player and received a submission from the Victorian Team Captain, basically supporting the complainant’s description of events. At its
request it also received from the Croquet Victoria President a verbal summary of his discussions with the following:
Tournament Referee for the Interstate Shield event
Venue Referee for the venue/date of the alleged event
Referee concerned in the alleged events
the Victorian Team Captain
The President had contacted these people whilst attempting to deal with the complaint informally.
The Tribunal finds that when the referee faulted the member’s stroke the member criticised the referee’s decision using
unfortunate language. There is some difference between the parties as to the exact wording of the criticism but in any
event the language was inappropriate. The Tribunal also noted that the referee took no action under Rule 14 of Golf Croquet Rules. Whilst the incident was known to the Tournament Referee and the Venue Referee, neither took any action.
The VCA Team Captain apologised to the referee on behalf of the team but otherwise took no formal action. The player
expressed their regrets for their actions.
The Tribunal is unable to determine beyond reasonable doubt whether in fact off court, the player had loudly questioned
the referee’s competence, using inappropriate language in her hearing and that of others. The player has no recollection of
any such incident. There is also a difference in recollection of the other parties as to the location and the time of the
alleged incident, and some of the information is second-hand.
In coming to its final decision, the Tribunal took the following into account:
 The on-court incident constitutes a serious breach of the behaviour expected of croquet players in general and in particular players representing VCA. Without special circumstances, it would merit a relatively severe penalty.
 The Tribunal considered that there are extenuating circumstances in this case. Firstly, with regard to the on-court incident the Referee, the subject of the comments, took no action despite the provisions of Rule 14 of the GC rules. In a
similar way, the other officials of the event, although aware of the incident, took no action. This would seem to the
Tribunal that to those officials present this incident was at the lower end of offence.
 The Tribunal also considered that this was the first such offence committed by the player.
 The Tribunal noted the player’s record of service to the VCA and the game of Golf Croquet in particular and took this
into account in coming to its final determination.
 The Tribunal, however, believes that the second incident off the court and in a social situation, had it been proven to
occur, would be inexcusable. The Tribunal was unable to determine beyond reasonable doubt that it had occurred.
Final determination:
The player should be officially reprimanded for their behaviour in the on-court incident and warned that if a similar complaint against him is upheld in the future a penalty, such as disqualification from representing VCA should be considered.
All players in VCA-GC teams should be reminded of Rule 14.
All GC referees should be reminded that under Rule 14 when a player behaves in any unacceptable way the Referee is to
warn the player. There is no option to ignore it.
The Tribunal has determined that the off-court incident was not proven to their satisfaction. Had it been proven the Tribunal would have imposed a severe penalty.
The Tribunal asks that a report of this Hearing and Determination be made public but that no names of any of the parties be
included in the public record.
This report was agreed to unanimously by the three members of the Tribunal.

Roy Palmer
Chairman

Malletsports

Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre
20-21 VCA Gold Cup, Silver & Bronze Shields;
) John Grieve
range -3.0 to 20.0
) 0424 362935
18-22 WCF Under 21 World Ch’ships ; range 0to 0
) Lorraine Gutcher
20-5 Mar WCF Under 21 Wor ld Ch’ships; r ange 0 to 0 )5134 4990
Mar

11-12 VCA Gold Cup, Silver/Bronze Shields
Range -3 to 20

) John Grieve
) 0424 362935

31-3 Apr ACA Br onze Medal (Vic) r ange 0 to 0

Lorraine Gutcher
5134 4990

Association Tournaments around the State
Feb
22-23 Goulburn Valley Rich River; range -3 to 20
27-28 Traralgon; range -3.0 to 20.0

Sue van Lunenberg
5798 9563
Doreen Dorman 5174 1694

Mar 2017
6-7 Ballarat Begonia Festival; range -3 to 9
6-8 Morwell; range -3 to 20
6-8 Gippsland Open Morwell; range -3 to 20
8-9 Ballarat Begonia Festival; range 10 to 20
-12 Traralgon; range -3 to 20
15-17 Mooroopna; range 11 to 20
22-23 Quarry Hill; range 14 to 20
23-26 Kew; range 12 to 16 & 18 to 20
25-26 Koroit: range -3 to 20
30- 2 Apr Kew; r ange 2 to 6

Nance Hatherell 5335 1611
Robert Smallwood 5134 5082
Robert Smallwood 5134 5082
Nance Hatherell 5335 161 10
Doreen Dorman 5174 1694
Helen Wrest 5825 4541
Ian Smith 5443 0692
Clem Joyce 9898 1889
Marie Coffey 5568 1252
Clem Joyce 9898 1889

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State
Mar 2017
11-13 Geelong- Belmont/ Drysdale; range 0 to 12
16-17 Williamstown; range 0 to 12
18-18 Mornington; range 0 to 12
18-19 Korumburra; range 0 to 12
18-19 Boort; range 0 to 12

Sue Colvin 5253 2048
John Grieve 0424 362 935
Colin Martin 9787 1039
Sue Peatfield 5657 2308
Ian Potter 5455 2774
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CONTACTS:

Fixtures & Tournaments
John Grieve, (03) 9397 2632
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au
State Coordinator - Gateball
Philip Brown (Kew CC)
(03) 9571 4395
Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator - Association
John Grieve (Williamstown CC)
(03) 9397 2632
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au
State Coordinator - Golf Croquet
Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC)
(03) 5134 4990
Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator of Referees - AC
Brian Foley (Sandringham CC)
(03) 9584 8405
Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
State Coordinator of Referees - GC
John van der Touw (MCC)
(03) 9803 3433
Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au
State Handicapper - Association
Doron Gunzburg
0419 616 563
Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com
State Coordinator of Coaching
State Handicapper - Golf Croquet
Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)
(03) 5156 8149
Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au
Email handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au
Association & Golf AHS1's:
following Association and Golf tournaments, and handicap updates, please send
AHS1 forms to Ian McKee
PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350
Email anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au.
Malletsports Editor
Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC)
Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350
Email malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au
Submissions for the March edition
due by the 10th March please

MSV____________________________________________________________
Opinions expressed in MSV do not necessarily reflect those of VCA.
Victorian Croquet Association Inc.
While every care is taken to ensure accuracy of information, no responsibility
Victorian Croquet Centre.
is accepted by MSV or VCA for errors that may occur inadvertently.
65 Nobel Banks Drive.
CAIRNLEA 3023

PH 8361 8887
E-mail:
administration@croquetvic.asn.au

Website: www.croquetvic.asn.au

