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    Victorians Excel in National Golf Croquet Titles 
 

The Tasmanian Croquet Association recently hosted the major golf croquet  

tournaments on the Australian calendar in Hobart and Launceston over thirteen  
days, including a travel day, in which Victorians performed with great success.   
 

The Australian Gold Medal commenced proceedings followed by the Australi-

an Menôs and Australian Womenôs Singles Championships with the final event  
being the Interstate Shield Teams tournament. 
 

Players experienced generally good weather, cool nights followed by fine days  

with temperatures typical of early Spring. The tournaments were played at a  
range of venues around Hobart and Launceston on lawns that were generally  

fast, challenging and in good condition thus providing a good test for the  

players. 
 

The Australian Gold Medal was played between the six players who had each  
won their State Bronze Medal qualifying event.  The medal was conducted as a  

round robin over three days during which  contestants played each other in a  

series of best of three matches.  Kevin Beard represented Victoria.   
 

At the end of the round robin Tom Komene (Qld) and Chris McWhirter (WA)  

were locked together on four wins each and a play off for first place was  

required. This was won by Chris 7/2, 5/7, 7/5 after a very close tussle.   
Congratulations go to Chris McWhirter who won the Gold Medal and to Tom  

Komene, winner of the Silver Medal. As always Kevin Beard never gave up  

trying for that elusive gold medal and was a wonderful representative for  

Victoria. 
 

The Gold Medal event was rounded off with a reception at Government House,  

Hobart where His Excellency the Honourable Chief Justice welcomed the  

players and presented the medals.  The Governor of Tasmania has been both  
enthusiastic for Croquet in Tasmania and most supportive of the sport general-

ly. A croquet lawn at Government House has been made available on a regular  

basis to Croquet Tasmania for social events. 
 

The Australian Menôs GC Singles Championship, which was played in Hobart,  

had only five entries from Victoria  It was played in four blocks of 19 point 

games followed by a best of three game knockout with a best of five final.   
  
Victorians, Lester Hughes and Terry Hopkins both reached the semi finals where Lester lost to Chris McWhirter 

(WA) and Terry beat Brett McHardy (WA).  The final was an exciting affair with Chris McWhirter overcoming  

Terry 6/7, 7/5, 7/3, 5/7, 7/3.  Eric Miller went down to Tony Hall in the final of the Plate.  A great effort by all con-

cerned.   
 

The Australian Womenôs GC Singles Championship was played in Launceston and had six entries from Victoria. It 

was played in four blocks followed by best of three games knockout play right through to the final. 
 

Trish Watts, Wendy Dickson and Anne Quinn all reached the semi finals with Wendy and Anne making it through 
to the final where Wendy defeated Anne 7/4, 7/6.  Congratulations to Wendy and very well done to Anne and Trish.   
 

Jim Saunders October, 2015 
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Presidentõs Report 

Hello again. 
 

Our Golf Croquet players did well in Tasmania.  Congratulations to the Victorian team for retaining the WCF Inter-

state Shield, winning this time from South Australia.  The team won their test matches against each state, making 

five wins to SAôs four.  Congratulations to the team: John van der Touw (Captain), Anna Miller (Vice-Captain), 
Kevin Beard, Wendy Dickson, Lester Hughes, Darren McLoughlin, Anne Quinn and Judy Wembridge. 
 

Congratulations also go to Wendy Dickson for winning the Australian Womenôs GC Championship from Anne 

Quinn.  Trish Watts (Kew CC) came in fourth. In the Australian Menôs GC Championship, Terry Hopkins (Essendon 

CC) came second to Chris McWhirter (WA). 
 

Unfortunately, We did not fare so well in the Gold Medal event which preceded these events.  Kevin Beard, repre-

senting Victoria, came in fourth with Chris MCWhirter (WA) winning in a playoff from Tom Komene (Qld). 

Overall, a good result.  We have some up-coming talent to watch in Terry and Trish. 
 

I was lucky enough to attend the final three days and the presentation dinner.  Croquet Tasmania had managed the 

event well, and the hospitality and catering were very good.  The main venue, the Northern Tasmania Croquet Centre 

at St Leonards in Launceston, provided excellent conditions on eight courts.  There were four additional courts on a 
soccer field nearby which added some additional challenges. 
 

Following the play, I represented Victoria at an Special General Meeting of ACA.  The main business of the SGM 

was to ratify some changes to the ACA constitution.  A new constitution had been approved in March.  However, at 
that time, it was apparent that some changes needed to be made, but it was approved at that meeting so as not to hold 

back ACA in moving to a Board model of management.  Victoria proposed the changes.  The main one allows State 

Associations to have affiliated clubs across their borders; this recognises that there are clubs in NSW which are affil-

iated with Victoria or Queensland, and that Canberra CC is affiliated with NSW. 
 

In the past month, I attended Season Openings at my club (Kew) and Ringwood.  Most openings are now complete. 
 

Please keep an eye on the tournament schedule.  As I write, we are about to commence the ACA Presidentôs AC 

Eights.  This is the top AC event for individual players in the Australian calendar.  Thereôs a lot more in both GC and 
AC in November. 
 

Speaking of tournaments, I got to play in the VCA AC Divisional Championships and have entered the Seniors event 

this month.  It is possible for a president to get in some play as well as officiating in various roles! 

  

              Cheers  Mike 

Winning Victorian GC team.  
L to R: Anne Quinn, Wendy Dickson, 

Lester Hughes, John van der Touw 

(Captain), Kevin Beard, Anna Miller 
(Vice-Captain), Judy Wemridge and 

Darren McLoughlin. 
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Management Report will not appear this month  

VCA, VCC & Investments  
 

I am often asked about my stance on the question of VCA funds and the provision of these funds to clubs, which I 

oppose, and the answer is rooted in history. 
 

In 1923 the Warleigh Croquet Club was formed, playing on land owned by the inaugural president, Mrs EH Bleazby, 

in Oakleigh Ave (now Warleigh Grove), North Brighton for which it was charged a nominal rental.  The four courts 

were among those hired by VCA for state fixtures and the MacRobertson Shield. 
 

Following Mrs Bleazbyôs death in 1947, the facility, less one court, was offered for sale to the Warleigh CC, which 

could not afford the purchase price, and then to VCA, which had been investigating sites for a headquarters facility.  

VCAôs purchase, at Ã3,800, was secured by donations, Ã5 debentures taken up by members and a bank guarantee.  
There was also a Ã682 gift and an interest free loan of Ã1,000. 
 

In 1956, through the extremely generous donations of clubs and associations, sufficient land adjoining the Warleigh 

club was purchased, for Ã7,000, to build a further two courts.  This was cleared by the efforts of volunteers and a 

contract let for the construction of the courts, which were opened on 24th February 1958 for Country Week. 
 

A new agreement was drawn up that year, with VCA taking over the management and running expenses of  

Warleigh, and the Warleigh club being given a five year lease.  This arrangement continued, with variations, until 

the property was disposed of.   
 

In 1972 a new clubhouse, costing $24,000 was opened, financed primarily by an interest free loan of $20,000.  In 

1975, members were asked to take out $100 interest-free debentures to pay off the loan.  The response by members 

and clubs was such that the debt was paid in 1976 and VCA paid off the debenture debts over the next few years, the 
association being debt free by the end of 1980.    
 

However, VCA became increasingly short of funds to maintain the property, with, anecdotally,  at the close of the 

century, the courts no longer being in good condition, the clubhouse roof leaking, the kitchen condemned,  fences in 
sore need of repair or replacement and successive VCA presidents and officers reaching into their own pockets to 

keep the facility running. 
 

At the turn of this century, VCA was approached by a developer who wished to purchase and develop a property in 

the prestigious North Brighton address.  After negotiations, the property was sold for $6,500,500 and the search for a 
site for a new headquarters and playing facility began.  Many sites and options were explored, but the only site 

which offered enough land for the present Victorian Croquet Centre at a realistic and affordable price was the to-be-

developed area at Cairnlea. 
 

As we now all know, the land was purchased and facility developed.  The remainder of the funds from the sale of 

Warleigh were invested on terms that would provide an income for the support of VCC in perpetuity. 
 

So, back to the question of my stance regarding the use of VCA invested funds.  Those funds came from the sale of 
the then VCA headquarters and playing facility at Warleigh, which had been purchased, extended and improved by 

the donations and labour of members to be such a headquarters and playing facility.  (To go back to the funding of 

that original purchase, when I arrived in Australia in 1952, the basic wage was well under Ã10 and for members to 
take out Ã5 debentures was a large part of their income, whether they were on the basic wage or well above it. In 

1975, as a soldier with two young children, I was earning about $200 a week, so to purchase a $100 debenture was a 

goodly amount) 
 

I believe that we have a moral obligation to observe the wishes of those original donors, debenture holders, loan pro-
viders & guarantors and continue to provide a headquarters and playing facilities for VCA in the foreseeable, and 

possibly non-foreseeable future, which the depletion of our invested capital reserves would not guarantee.   

 
Jim Clement 

Dip Bus (Gov)   FICDA 

Honorary Secretary 
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Victorians Excel in National Golf Croquet Titles  from page 1 
 

 

 

2015 Divisional Championships  
 

The 2015 Divisional Championships were held at Cairnlea in the middle of September.  The Tregallas Trophy was 

won by Greg Hill from Brunswick.  Greg has only recently returned to croquet and quickly stamped himself a player 

to watch in the future.    The runner up in the event was Alan West who now plays out of the Elwood Croquet 
Club.  Both players won three of their four games.  Greg won decisively on net hoops.  Zenton Chorny finished 

third. 
 

The Nelson Medal (11-16) was won by Harley Johnstone (Sandringham) from Doug McConville 
(Castlemaine).  This event was played in two blocks with the usual format of winners from one block playing the 

runner up in the other.  The two block runners-up won their semi-finals and moved to the final!!  The other semi-

finalists were Roger Lee (Brighton) and John Miles (Ringwood).  A most entertaining and close event. 
 

The Nelson Medal (18 and 20) was played as a single block round robin of 7 players.  The winner was Christine 

Eiffert (Gold Square).  Runner up was Ken Amoore (Essendon).  Christine played some excellent croquet and lost 

only her last game against Kate Patrick on a golden hoop!!   
 

It was pleasing to note a number of new players coming to VCA for their first serious competition.  Many of the 

players commented on the excellent competition and were pleased with their performance and pledged to return for 

further events during the season. 
 

My thanks to Bill Humphreys, Jean Dunkley and Mike Cohn for their assistance with refereeing during the two 
days. 
 

The spirit of Association croquet was alive and thriving!!  May it long continue. 
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 
 
 

 

 

  

L to R; Harley Johnstone, Greg Hill, Alan West  

and Doug McConville Christine Eiffert and Ken Amoore 

Jim Saunders, ACA Board member  

presenting Chris McWhirter With the 

Menôs Singles Trophy as Tournament 

Manager, Henry Burbury looks on. 

Kevin Beard receiving his Bronze  

Medal at Government House from  

His Excellency the Honourable  

Chief Justice, Alan Blow. 

Signing Cards:  Chris McWhirter 

and Terry Hopkins sign their cards 

after the Menôs Final. 
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  Victoria Retains Golf Croquet Interstate Shield Title 
 

Widely regarded as the premier GC event on the Australian calendar, the World Croquet Federation Interstate Shield 

was recently played between teams from Queensland, New South Wales, Tasmania, South Australia, Western Aus-
tralia and Victoria in Launceston.  Over five days each State played a Test against each other with a Test comprising 

four Matches of mixed doubles and sixteen Matches of singles, with men playing men and women playing women.  

Each Match comprised two first to seven hoop games and to win a Match both games had to be won.  
 

It will be recalled that Victoria won the Shield in 2012, 2013 and 2014, and it was expected that the going would be 

tougher in 2015, and it was, with several states, particularly South Australia, showing marked improvement.  How-

ever, the Vics had a strong team of John van der Touw (captain), Kevin Beard, Darren McLoughlin and Lester 

Hughes and Anna Miller (Vice captain), Wendy Dickson, Anne Quinn and Judy Wembridge.   Victoria was fortu-
nate to have a small but strong band of supporters on hand together with the Team Mascot, Victor, who greatly en-

joyed the competition. 
 

Victoria started well by beating Tasmania by 14 matches to 1 on Day 1, then followed up with a 12 matches to 2 win 
against Western Australia.  On Day 3 Victoria beat Queensland 12 matches to 2, then had to face up to the unbeaten 

South Australia on Day 4.  The Vics really rose to the occasion and triumphed by 9 matches to 0.  On Day 5 we 

played New South Wales and won 10 matches to 3.  The croquet throughout the tournament was of a very high 
standard and augers well for Golf Croquet in Australia.  
 

In the end, Victoria won the WCF Interstate Shield for 2015 having gone through five days of hard competition un-

defeated.  This was a really tremendous effort against the best GC players in Australia.  At the presentation, it was 
acknowledged that the standard of Golf Croquet had improved immensely in recent years and that the States had  

really applied themselves in preparation for the tournament. What is certain is that Victoria will have to work really 

hard to successfully defend their trophy in 2016. 
 

The attached summary sheet really underlines the strength of Golf Croquet in Victoria. 

 

Jim Saunders October, 2015 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Australian GC 

WCF Inter-

state Shield 

Tests Matches Games Hoops 

Wins Losses Draws Wins Losses Wins Losses For Against Net 

VIC 5 0 0 43 9 134 66 1,227 961 266 

NSW 3 2 0 42 22 120 80 1,175 1,053 122 

WA 2 3 0 38 25 113 87 1,162 1,039 123 

SA 2 2 0 24 30 92 103 1,070 1,124 -54 

QLD 2 3 0 24 33 91 109 1,060 1,139 -79 

TAS 0 4 0 11 63 45 150 879 1,257 -378 


